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Most people remember exactly where
they were when two planes crashed
against the Twin Towers of the World
Trade Centre (WTC) in New York City,
USA. I personally was on vacation and
after I had heard a plane had crashed
into the WTGC, I saw live on television
the second plane hitting the WTC, the
third one hitting the Pentagon and of
course news of the fourth plane crash-
ing into the Pennsylvania countryside.
I saw humanity falling down driven
by greed, hate and extreme fanaticism.

Today we pin the date 9/11, eleven
years after the tragedy. Back in 2001,
training camps of Al-Qaeda were
mainly in Afghanistan and the Tali-
ban regime harboured these terror-
ists and all their facilities, while they
ruled the Afghani people (and women
in an oppressive special way) with tyr-
anny. Western societies felt no option
but to forcefully intervene in the fara-
way lands of Afghanistan. That story
we know. But...what happened in the
meantime, what happens in the future?

In this 9/11 special edition of “Think
South Asia” we hope you will gain
an overall perspective on this issue as
presented from different personali-
ties and experts. We have the honour
of presenting former Afghani Minister
of Women’s Affairs (2004-06) Doctor
Massouda Jalal’s in-depth interview,
where she outlines the biggest threats
and opportunities in Afghanistan and
how Afghani women deserve to play
an essential role in its future. Madame
Ambassador Kolinda Grabar-Kitarovi¢
from NATO also gives us a most lucid
interview which is not to be missed,
where she reminds us that “The attacks

of September 11, 2001 were not only
against the United States, but against
the principles and values shared by a
global community of democratic na-
tions”. The Executive Director of
SADE Mr. Paulo Casaca, shows us
how we should be worried about the
possibility of the Taliban being back
in power in Afghanistan, while Doc-
tor Siegfried Wolf from the Univer-
sity of Heidelberg calls our attention to
China’s potential interests in all of this.

Without listing anymore reasons to
read carefully this special edition of
Think South Asia, I should end this
note saying that I am happy to count
on Mr Pedro Guerra’s country profile
of Afghanistan and on Ms Anne Flana-
gan (last but not least) who gave us pre-
cious help with the English editing of
the texts and many details which don’t
appear but make all the difference. If
by any chance there is a mistake, that
is of course — and as always — the Edi-
tor’s fault. Nevertheless, I thank all of
our contributors and the Think South
Asia team for doing everything to

honour the memory of this 9/11 day.
|
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Afghanistan

Afghanistan is a mountainous land-
locked country located in central Asia
which today has more than thirty
millions habitants. Previous numbers
estimate a population of more than
thirty-three million at one point, ex-
trapolated from the last Afghan cen-
sus in 1979 which was never com-
pleted due to the Soviet invasion.

The country has a history and culture
that go back over five thousand years,
but it was politically consolidated by
Ahmad Shah Durrani in 1747 when
Pashtun tribes were unified. It is a
country that was internationally po-
litically quiet until around the time of

the first Anglo-Afghan War in 1839.

Because of the intensive conflicts
linked with the rise of the Taliban in
1996 when the group took over Ka-
bul, the capital city, it became know
for anarchy and civil war. Afghanistan
is extremely high profile internation-
ally now of course following the ter-
rorist attacks in New York City and
Washington, D.C.on 11 September
2001, after which massive interven-
tion was taken by Western allies in
order to prevent Osama Bin Ladin’s
and Al Qaeda’s ideas from spreading.

At present, Afghanistan is on a road to
recovery. Its economy is still in relative

ruins after the Western intervention
with Hamid Karzai declared interim
President on 7 December 2004. It re-
mains one of the world’s largest pro-
ducers of opium and anti-government
groups use opium revenues to support
their efforts to continuously seek insta-
bility and fight governance in the region.

Despite these difficulties, some aspects
of Afghan society remain intact, such as
loyalty and the strength of values being
most important e.g. concepts of honor
and shame. Family is the single most im-
portant element in the Afghan culture.
Children are taught values as a matter
of imperativeness: to learn when to
show pride and when to remain modest.

The Lion is the national symbol, de-
fining power, wisdom, and justice.
Nevertheless the excess of the lion’s
pride and false security may make
it fall into tyranny and onto the
wrong path against its true nature.

The key role of Islam in the daily
life of Afghans makes it a country

that seeks equality, unity and peace.
|
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“China’s decision

to support the
Northern Alliance in
the ongoing conflict
against the Taliban
further deteriorated
the relationship with
Islamabad.”
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The Good Neighbour:
China’s alternative strategy

In Afghanistan

China and Afghanistan, which are
connected geographically by the 200
km Wakhan Corridor, have been
enjoying a relatively cordial and
functional relationship since the fall of
the Taliban in 2001. However, despite
increasing bilateral interactions, trade,
and assistance, it seems that Beijing
is only showing limited interest in
the reconstruction and reconciliation
process of Afghanistan. It
however, that many Afghans do not
mind China keeping a low profile.
Thus it is not surprising that China
enjoys high popularity among Kabul’s
elite. Despite being quite silent on the
ever evolving political landscape in
Afghanistan, China has been able to
boost high profile investments. Beijing
not only exhibits good economic
relations with Afghanistan, but is also
able to outmanoeuvre its Western
competitors, which believe they possess
the’moral first right’ regardingeconomic
cooperation with Afghanistan and the
exploitation of its vast resources. The
discrepancy between China’s goal to
maximize profit in Afghanistan and its
commitment and responsibility toward
the safety and well-being of the Afghan
people has aroused the international
community, which feels like it has to
carry the whole load without reaping
in benefits. It seems blatantly clear,
having China’s basic principle of
"change through trade’ in mind, as well

seems

as its foreign policy doctrine of 'non-
interference in domestic issues that
several observers perceive Beijing’s role
in Afghanistan as primarily economic.
Especially Western critics accuse Beijing
of being a ‘free rider’, doing business
in Afghanistan at the expense of the
US and its allies. Ensuring a stable
and secure environment, a process in
which NATO’s ISAF mission has lost
a lot of lives and material resources, is
undeniably a precondition for China’s
economic success. The fact that until
today, China has refused to take part
in any direct military engagement
and is avoiding
international joint efforts aimed at
building a stable Afghanistan seems to
support these accusations. But overall,
this only reflects part of the story.
Beijing’s approach towards Kabul has
been traditionally twofold: trade and
security. First of all, China has a history
of political involvement in Afghanistan.
It condemned the soviet invasion
and subsequently Beijing supported
the Afghan resistance (mujahideen
movement) with its greatest regional
ally Pakistan in order to counter the
threat of Soviet encirclement. Later,
during the civil war, China started to
assist the Taliban but did not go so far
as to recognize the newly established
regime in Kabul. Chinas decision to
switch sides and support the Northern
Alliance in the ongoing conflict against

involvement in

»



the ‘Pakistan-friendly’ Taliban further

deteriorated the relationship with

Islamabad.

This determined a political change
much in the interest of Washington,
which is feeling today more and
more uncomfortable with China’s
engagement in Afghanistan. However
besides this temporary trilateral
diplomatic low, Beijing normalized
its relationship with the Taliban to
a certain degree and subsequently
mollified Pakistan at the same time.
Today, there is no doubt that China’s
ambiguous and partly costly experience
of its engagement during the soviet
encounter and the Taliban rule is a
crucial determinant of maintaining only
a modest political role in Afghanistan.
This is a determinant in Chinese
foreign policy decision-making, which
is not taken into consideration by many
analysts.

Furthermore, the antagonists of
Chinese Afghan policy tend to ignore
that Beijing - as a global and regional
power, especially as an immediate
neighbour- has to take a much more

complex security predicament and
strategic scenario as well as political
sensitivities into account than many
other international actors involved in
Afghanistan. In this context, one has to
recognize that China basically shares the
same goals as all other actors: a stable,
secure and economically prosperous
Afghanistan. But it is obvious that
different visions and strategies on how
to rebuild a war-ravaged country exist
and that Beijing and Washington are on
two different poles of this continuum.

Based on its ‘Five Principles of Peaceful
Co-existence’ China adopted the
“good neighbourhood” policy (mulin
waijiao) in the last two decades, aimed
at establishing political relations. In
brief, China sees the key for regional
development in ‘amicable, peaceful
and prosperous’ (mulin, anlin, fulin)
relations with its neighbours. There
are two main reasons for this. Firstly,
China does not want to be encircled
by an alliance of regional and global
powers competing for the same
resources, especially energy. Secondly,
China needs to ensure internal security
and sustainable development in areas

HEIDELBERG
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“China has to take the
interests of Iran and
Russia into account,
especially their
sensitivities regarding
foreign military presence
in Afghanistan.”

like its remote and poor northern and
western provinces. In both cases, China
intends to avoid any provocation of
its regional environment in order to
establish friendly relations with its
neighbours which is a sine qua none
for successful cooperation. Therefore,
Beijing’s foreign policy establishment
has to deal with a variety of multi-
layered  factors  constraining and
facilitating  the political
engagement in Afghanistan. In order
to establish cordial and tranquil ties
across the region and beyond, China
has to take the interests of Iran and
Russia into account, especially their
sensitivities regarding foreign military
presence in Afghanistan. In order to
maintain the local diplomatic balance,
the Chinese continue to respect the
special relationship between Pakistan
and Afghanistan, and Islamabad’s
influence on non-state actors. Beijing
will not risk its ‘all-weather-friendship
with Islamabad. China will not pressure
Pakistan excessively in any area —
especially not regarding forces fighting
ISAF and the Afghan government.
Above all, it will not align itself too

closely with the NATO states. This
»
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“Above all, China will not
align itself too closely
with the NATO states.”

“It seems that China is
well placed to be a ‘good
neighbour’ to every
kind of future Afghan
government, with or
without the Taliban.”
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passive stance limits Chinas options
to take part in multi-lateral activities
initiated by non-regional actors.

Having this in mind, one has to state
that criticizing China for being ‘quiet’
is beside the point. First, China was
strictly against any coercive approach
in  Afghanistan quite from the
beginning. Second, one cant blame
any government for not following the
hubris of the Bush administration of
ignoring the experience and advice
of Russia, at least when it comes to
assessing the likelihood of a military
solution  for  Afghanistan.  The
current state of affairs in and beyond
Kabul regarding major problems
of western development projects as
well as failed efforts of reconciliation
progress is justification enough for
identifying approaches.
The recent killing of ‘former Taliban’
Arsala Rahmani, a senior member of
Afghanistan’s high peace council once
again underpins the difficulties and
the need for a strategic change in the
country’s complex negotiation scenario.
Therefore, the governments of the ISAF
states (especially the US) should start to
take into consideration that a ‘potential
wish list" for Chinese contributions
in Afghanistan should primarily be
compiled by the Afghans themselves,

as well as the international community.

alternative

It seems however, that Chinese strategic
thinkers and leaders are starting to
realize that due to the processes of
globalization and the subsequent
interweaving involvement of their
own economy, local, regional and
international security are becoming
increasingly becoming interrelated. In
other words, economic engagement
cant be separated from political,
human and military aspects any more.
A phenomenon which is reflected in

China’s rising security interests, not
only in Afghanistan but also in the
extended ‘Af-Pak region’. The question
which appears here is, if China is willing
to develop the necessary flexibility in its
foreign policy required to establish a
more responsible and substantial role in
the process of rebuilding Afghanistan -
especially with regards to security and
the political sphere?

On the whole, one has to state that it
remains quite difficult to evaluate future
Chinese engagement in Afghanistan.
In contrast to other regional and non-
regional actors where most analysts are
convinced that they are able to forecast
the development of their activities,
China’s Afghan policy remains to be a
conundrum. This is only partly owed
to the political style and culture of
Chinese Ssilent’ foreign policy or the
general problem of collecting data of
Chinese activities on the ground. What
is predominantly catching the attention
of observers is Beijing’s attempt to
set the parameters for a long-term
engagement in Afghanistan. The fact
that China has started to include local
workforce in its Afghan economic
development projects is a significant
new trend. Additionally, besides energy
security there are pressing issues like
the prevention of drug trafhcking and
potential spillover effects of militant
cross border activities calling for a larger
and more active role in Afghanistan.
Finally, from a historical as well as
contemporary perspective, it seems
that China is well placed and prepared
to be a ‘good neighbour’ to every kind
of future Afghan government, with or
without the Taliban. ®



Doctor Massouda Jalal

Minister of Women’s Affairs from
October 2004 to July 2006. The
only woman candidate in the
Afghan presidential election, 2004.
Doctor Jalal is a pediatrician,
teacher at Kabul University, and
a UN World Food Programme
worker. She also is the head of the

Jalal Foundation.

Tink South Asia (TSA): As former
Minister of Women’s Affairs in
Afghanistan (2004-2006), how do
you see Women Rights developing in
Afghanistan?

Doctor Massouda Jalal (DM]):
Immediately after the fall of the Taliban,
there was enormous attention given to
the advancement of the rights of Afghan
women. Thus, up to the middle 0of 2008,
we seem to be moving slowly forward
albeit in a protracted way. We ratified
the Convention on the Elimination
of all Forms of Discrimination against
Women (CEDAW) in 2003, which
served as framework and impetus for
the restoration of Afghan women’s
rights before the law. The Afghanistan
National =~ Development  Strategy
(ANDS), National Action Plan for the
Women of Afghanistan (NAPWA),
Law on Elimination of Violence
against Women, and other policy
instruments provided the framework
for the implementation of measures
that will enable women to enjoy those
rights.  Our women and girls began
to visibly enjoy some rights, especially
in education, health, and political
participation among others even if their
status was still one of the worst in the
world.

Before the law, therefore, Afghan
women are supposed to be enjoying
equal rights as human beings. We
need to recognize this, because it is a
significant gain that was won through
a lot of advocacies by many sectors,
institutions, and individuals, including
our partners from the international
community. We must protect it,
because it is a significant achievement
through which we could move forward
with the work of advancing women’s

rights.
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However, we also need to recognise that
there continues to be significant failure
in creating an enabling environment
that would allow women to enjoy those
rights.

Firstly, whether we accept it or not, the
minds of the majority of our people
remain fanatic to the Talibans edict
of women’s oppression. Even if we are
already under a democratic form of
government, the majority of Afghans
— women, men, government officials,
educators, youth, religious leaders, etc.
— still believe that women are second
class citizens, who have no rights, and
are subject to the dictates of men in
all dimensions of life. In fact, we have
many men in government who say that
they support women’s empowerment.
Yet, in practice, these men restrict
the freedoms of their female family
members and limit the enjoyment of
opportunities by their female staff.
Because we did not have an organised
system of “de-Talibanising” the minds
of our people, the de jure rights of our
women continue to be held hostage by
deep-seated gender restrictive attitudes,
behaviors, and traditions. President
Karzai’s supportfor Afghanistan’s Ulema
Declaration which contains provisions
that go against the Constitutional
rights of women is an example of how
our leaders and people treat the subject
of women’s rights.

Secondly, we also did not educate our
women enough about their rights, what
these rights mean in practical terms,
and what they can do to help build an
enabling environment that will support
the exercise of their rights. For many
women in rural areas, there has been
no change and they continue to submit
to gender restrictions as though we do
not live under a democratic form of
government.

»
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Thirdly, our institutions and systems
simply lack the means to enable women
to enjoy their rights. For example, the
justice sector mechanisms continue to
be non-existent in many parts of the
country, leaving the rights of Afghan
women in the hands of informal/
traditional justice mechanisms which
have a very alarming record of women’s
rights violations.

Fourthly, even if discrimination against
women is against the law, nobody
really gets punished for discriminating
against women. And even the more
serious violations of women’s rights
— such as violence against women -
are rarely met with punitive actions.
Thus, we continue to have daily cases
of women being seriously beaten,
assassinated, executed, and murdered
where offenders are given ‘kid glove’
treatment. We probably need a high
profile execution of a violator of
women’s rights to be able to put across a
message, especially to men, that if they
violate women’s rights, they will be held
accountable before the law.

The worst part of the problem is that
women’s rights cannot flourish in an
environment of political uncertainty
and the imminent return of the Taliban
to mainstream life. At the moment,
women’s rights are in a precarious down
spiral. Our rights are being pushed back
by the government’s strange policy of
coalition with the Taliban.

We have witnessed dramatically-
increased incidents of killings of women
this year. Many more, including females
in media and defenders of women’s
rights, continue to live under daily
threats of assassination. Clearly, these
are messages from the Taliban that the
era of women’s rights in this country is
drawing to an end. It is a serious cause

of anxiety for women and families. We
know that when they want our women
as wives, we cannot do anything. We
know that if they want to abuse our
women, the law and our government
cannot do anything. For the Afghan
women, it feels like being pinned
against the wall and waiting for the hail
of bullets to pepper us down.

TSA: In December 2011, during
the second Bonn Conference on
Afghanistan, you posed the following
question which we would like to as
you today:

“Ten years ago there was the first
Bonn Conference, the Taliban were
named as bad and they were removed
from power. After ten years of war on
there is the second Bonn Conference,
the Taliban are renamed as good
and they are coming to power again.

What is the logic behind this?”

DMYJ: There is absolutely no sound logic
behind this. To the eyes of the Afghans,
it is a politics of, “if you cannot lick
them, join them!”. It is an aftermath
of donor and war fatigue. It is an act
of hopelessness and desperation on the
part of our government.

Women know this kind of tactic
because this is the very option that men
and society have long been ramming
down their throats for many years.
When there are warlords who want to
marry our girls, families will try to hide
them but when we lose the hope, they
are married to them anyway. When
our daughters are raped, our religious
leaders ask our girls to marry the very
men who raped them. When two
families are fighting, one family will
give away a girl so as to end the war.
So, is it still bewildering why the
option of our government is to make

peace with the Taliban? No. It is a
»



kind of mindset in this country that
when people are tired of fighting,
they reconcile, without regard to the
sacrifices that the reconciliation will
bring with respect to the women.

TSA: Afghanistan is situated between
Iran and Pakistan. How do you feel
each of these neighbouring countries
looks at Afghanistan? How do they
influence Afghanistan’s stability and
the peacemaking process?

DM]J: Iran and Pakistan are “two birds
of the same feather”. They are countries
whose politics are heavily influenced
by religious fundamentalists. Both of
them oppress women, deny women of
their rights, and prosecute women who
assert liberty and freedom. They are
both predisposed to war and violence.
And more importantly, they have
common self-serving interests in the
politics and resources of Afghanistan.
Every Afghan citizen should condemn
the foreign policies of these countries
towards Afghanistan.

Pakistan is supporting the growth of
religious extremism in Afghanistan and
trying to stifle the development of our
international economic, political and
security relations with India. It has
also been unproductive in suppressing
the growth of the Taliban in its
territory which is why we continue to
have problems with Taliban even after
decades of fighting with them.

Iran, on the other hand, is a neighbor
that Afghanistan would be better off
without. Its religious dictatorship
does not augur well with democracy.
We do not welcome their support
of the strengthening and organising
of the Shia religious sect because it
could lead to conflicts among our
religious leaders and could fuel further
fundamentalism in this country. And

we do not want their manic interest in
nuclear armament that could disrupt
the balance of power in the region.

I don’t see either Iran or Pakistan to be
positively influencing the stability and
peacemaking process of Afghanistan.
They both seek to benefit from the lack
of stability and peace in Afghanistan.
They are both keen on taking a political
foothold in the country because of
Afghanistan’s  strategic  geographical
location and the wealth of resources
that lie underneath our soil.

More importantly, both Iran and
Pakistan have a very poor record on
women’s rights. They are, in fact, in the
same league as the Taliban. Giving them
a political foothold in Afghanistan is
tantamount to expanding their ‘gender
colonization’ in the region.

TSA: You are currently heading the
Jalal Foundation. What are your
main objectives and projects?

DM]J: The Jalal Foundation supports
women’s empowerment and the gender
equality goals of the National Action
Plan for the Women of Afghanistan.
Its objectives are: (a) to provide actual
training and or refer women to capacity-
building opportunities; (b) to pioneer
services (such as women protection
centers) for women in the provinces
and advocate their mainstreaming
into government programs, services
and budgets; () to initiate or support
initiatives that foster women’s leadership
and political participation, including
for young women; and (d) to generate
sustained attention and support of the
international community regarding the
plight of women in Afghanistan. The
projects of the Jalal Foundation are as
follows:
»
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Afghan Women'’s Organisations’
Networking and Solidarity

This project brings together women’s
groups/organisations for networking,
sisterhood, and solidarity. At present,
Jalal Foundation has 50 NGO and
Women’s Council members throughout
the country. Jalal Foundation works
with them in advocacy, supports them
through sharing of resources, and
refers them to resources for continuing
capacity-building. ~ Through  these
intiatives, Jalal Foundation is able to
reach out to many communities and
clientele nationwide.

Capacity Development of Women
Jalal  Foundation
Women’s Training Centre that serves
undergraduate-age young women with
no opportunity for higher education.
It  teaches English, computers,
management and leadership skills, as
well as health and legal awareness. The
centre issues a graduate certificate after
the training to enable se women to
compete in the job market.

maintains a

Literacy and Vocational Training

and Support to Girls’ Education
Illiterate women are provided with
literacy and vocational training, as
well as education on health and legal
awareness to enable them to start home-
based industries. Jalal Foundation is
also implementing an international
scholarship programme for talented
girls. It has scholars in South Korea.
It has also provided support for the
renovation and furnishing of girls’
schools and distributed equipment for
girls’ sports.

EVAW (End Violence

Against Women) Campaign

Jalal  Foundation is laying the
groundwork for the establishment
of a Women’s Protection Centre in
the Province of Samangan to provide
shelter and a package of psycho-social

and welfare services to VAW (violence
against women) victims and their
children. In addition, Jalal Foundation
holds orientation and training on
the law, services and options for the
elimination of violence against women
and promotion of women’s rights.

Women'’s Political Participation

Jalal foundation undertakes awareness-
raising about women’s political issues,
providing support to women in politics
and women leaders on a continuing
basis. In addition, Jalal Foundation
regularly produces a monthly digest
of news articles about the situation
of women, in Afghanistan which is
then sent to international human
rights organisations and newspapers
to keep them abreast of issues being
confronted by women in this country.
Jalal Foundation also serves as resource
speaker in various international fora
and presents the prospects of Afghan
women, especially with respect to
what happens after the drawdown of

international security support by end
of 2014.

Campaign for Democracy
Jalal Foundation mobilises influential
members  of  communities  to
generate popular support of women’s
empowerment and the flourishing
of democracy. It held a series of
conferences in many provinces of
Afghanistan which were attended by
thousands of community leaders and
discussed topics like women’s political
participation, counteracting terrorism
and extremism, elimination of violence
against women, building women’s
capacities, and promoting alliances
between male and female leaders. The
implementation of resolutions that
camout of these conferences is being
followed up by Jalal Foundation. Please
see the 4 year report of Jalal Foundation
for more details — available at
jalal-foundation.org

»



TSA: Finally, do you have a message
for European political leaders and
policy makers?

DM]J: To the political leaders and policy
makers of the European Community, I
would like to ask if they truly believe in
the policy of our government to make
peace with the Taliban by welcoming
former combatants to the mainstream
of national life and granting concessions
to their leaders.

Is it fair to expect this from Afghans?
Expecting Afghans to welcome Taliban
in the mainstream of our life is like
expecting you and the international
community to accept Al Qaeda as part
of your mainstream life. This policy has
been made without the consultation
and agreement of the Afghan women
and we are powerless to reverse it.
Many of our families, especially those
who have girls and young women,
are already finding ways to get out of
Afghanistan. Because of this, the world
is likely to be confronted again with
millions of Afghans secking asylum in
other countries. This is a reality that
you cannot ignore. Given this, would
it be possible for the international
community to open more scholarships
and training programs for girls to take
them out of Afghanistan until such
time that a better option is created in
our country?

Another point that I wish to raise is
the importance of having a national
leadership that is competent, has
integrity, and is gender-sensitive.
We cannot proceed in a climate of
demoralisation  brought about by
leaders who blatantly commit graft
and corruption, maintain alliances
with warlords and poppy dealers, and
marginalise the female population. In
the 2014 elections, please support only

the candidates who could radically turn
around the political and economic
situation of our country. Support us
also in raising public awareness on
the importance of the next election
to the life of our nation. And more
importantly, support the positioning
of more women in government, either
through election or by appointment.
I believe that if we could have a 50%
female Cabinet, the situation could
dramatically change for the better.

Since you committed to continue
supporting the development process
in Afghanistan beyond 2014, please
make sure that your investments in
women during the past decade will not
go down the drain. On the contrary,
please make it clear to our leaders that
the years beyond 2014 will constitute
a time to account for what it has done
to women and their rights. Press the
Afghan government to make a report
on the status of Afghan women by
2014 and every year after.

Finally, would it be possible for the
international community to facilitate
the creation of an international
mechanism that will monitor the
situation of Afghan women, especially
the violation of their rights beyond
20142 We need this mechanism to
hold our government accountable for
its neglect and inaction and to push
investigative bodies to act expeditiously
on women’s rights violations.

The status of womens rights in
Afghanistan is a barometer of
peace, democracy and human rights
worldwide. Please do not leave us alone
in this predicament. Thank you for the
many supports you have given in the
past and for listening to the voices of
our women. M
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This infograph tries to demonstrate
in a graphic some thoughts of Doctor
Massouda Jalal based on her speeches Mujahideen
given during her last visits to Europe in
October and December 2011.

IST is the acronym for Inter-Services
Intelligence, which is the intelligence
agency of Pakistan. Its power and
influence justifies its presence as an
independent stakeholder in the puzzle
of Afghanistan. ®
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Can the poison cure the

patient?

The NATO summit in Chicago last
May endorsed the military pullout of
Afghanistan by 2014 and approved
the broad lines of transitional financial
support to the Afghan security forces
up to 2024.

Although the final declaration of the
Chicago summit paid lip service to
the application in Afghanistan of basic
principles of international law regarding
equality of rights for women, nowhere
in the summit’s conclusions did the
Alliance consider the recent negative
Afghan developments for the status of
Afghan women or the predictable step
backward that a return of the Taliban to
the Afghan government would imply.

This was rightly perceived as the
main message sent by the Summit.
Predictably, we could soon read in the
international press: “Afghan women
leave Afghanistan in fear of Taliban
return” as the main reaction from
Afghan women to the NATO summit
from where they were conspicuously
denied representation.

Now, quite likely as in the past, the
official view seems to be that the
very same neighbouring forces that
harboured and promoted the warlords
that poisoned the country - and first
among them all the Taliban - are
better instruments to cure its hills than
the traditional tribal structures, the

moderate leaders and the forces of peace
and progress within Afghan society.

Peter Tomsen - a retired US diplomat
and author of the reference work
published last year on Afghanistan,
“The wars of Afghanistan: Messianic
terrorism, Tribal Conflicts and the
Failures of Great Powers” - recently
proposed that the US should clearly,
directly and effectively  confront
Pakistan’s continued use of support for
terrorism as a means of international
policy: namely by including the Taliban,
the Hekhmatyar and the Haqqani
fronts in the State Department list
of the terrorist organisations; and to
include Pakistan in the list of terrorist-
supporting countries if its government
does not change course.

The mouthpiece of the US State
Department, “Foreign Policy”, reacted
to Ambassador Tomsen’s major book,
dated September 2011 with an article
signed by Charles Cogan and titled
“don’t shoot the Mailman” that starts
with the quotation: “There are three
ways to get into Afghanistan: through
Russia, through Iran, and through
Pakistan. You take your choice.”

Other than the fact that there is no more
Russia in the borders of Afghanistan,
the State Department seems not to
take in consideration that the problems
in Afghanistan indeed originated in
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its neighbourhood rather than within
the country and that much more is
expected from the US diplomacy than
being a “mailman”.

Mr Cogan justifies US financial
support to the most radical jihadi forces
in Afghanistan during the 1980s on the
basis of their military capacity. This is
a circular argument and completely
fails to consider the strategic analytical
capacity of US diplomacy.

The official line of the rebuttal mixes
a paternalistic indulgence - being
traumatised by the brutal partition,
Pakistani identity can only be asserted
by a savage refusal of its past and roots
and the creation of a strident Islamist
brand - with a resolute state of denial:
“his criticism (Ambassador Tomsen’s)
of Pakistani policy in Afghanistan as
“unholy,” is patent, and it gives the
book an unfortunate polemic tinge”.

In Ambassador Tomsen’s view, an
assertive position of the US on terrorism
and the possible radicalisation reaction
in Pakistan, quite on the contrary,
would strengthen “the growing regional
and global correlation of forces against
the protected terrorist sanctuaries in
Pakistan, symbolized by bin Laden’s
Abbottabad safe heaven.”

Far from being an “unfortunate
polemic tinge” I believe such a position
from the United States is the only long-
term efficient way to combat the logic
of hate and to promote peace, security
and development in the region, namely
in Pakistan itself.

As history proved abundantly, logics
based on hate and fanaticism can never
be appeased, appeasement itself serving
for their promoters to reinforce the
conviction of their righteous character.

A policy that would help the economic
development and regional integration
of the country; that would promote
education and tolerance; that would
eliminate the direct and indirect means
of promoting fanaticism within the
country and across the borders might
not be popular among Pakistani
military-security ~ establishment and
some of its elites, but would certainly
be welcome by most of the Pakistani
population that is concerned with
development, freedom and peace.

The only possible basis for any workable
therapy to “Asia heart” diseases has
to depart from the full respect of the
sovereignty of Afghanistan and therefore
the end to the support of cross-border
terrorism from its neighbours into the
country and other forms of blatant
interference in its internal affairs; the
full consideration of its civil society, its
constitution and the rule of law.

This means to take the “re-
Talibanisation” of Afghanistan out of
the agenda and to replace it with the
promotion of serious and effective
regional co-operation for development.
Being a member of both the South and
the Central regional clubs and bordering
both West and East Asia, Afghanistan is
indeed well placed to perform the role
of the Heart of Asia it did in distant
and not-so-distant times, if only rather
than the poison that destroyed the
country in the recent past, Afghanistan
could enjoy some genuine support and
understanding. m



Think South Asia (TSA): How do you
see the legacy of 9/11 in 2012 from
the NATO perspective?

Ambassador Kolinda Grabar-Kitarovi¢
(KGK): The attacks of September 11,
2001 were not only against the United
States, but against the principles and
values shared by a global community
of democratic nations. Eleven years
after these attacks, the commitment to
the principles and values of the North
Atlantic Alliance is firm, and our sense
of solidarity and unity remains strong.
Since the events of 9-11, working
together and with partner nations
around the world, the members of
the Alliance have taken wide-ranging
measures that ensure, collectively, we
now face the future better prepared.

TSA: What has been the impact of
NATO’s mission in Afghanistan, in
particular with respect to a military
presence in South Asia?

KGK: NATO’s primary objective in
Afghanistan is to enable the Afghan
authorities to provide effective security
to ensure the country can never again
be a safe haven for terrorists. The
nations that make up the NATO-led
International Security Assistance Force
(ISAF) continue to work shoulder-
to-shoulder - shona-ba-shona - with
Afghan National =~ Security Forces,
building a more secure, stable future
for the people of Afghanistan. In
the eleven years of this partnership,
the lives of the Afghan people have

improved in terms of security, access to
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education and health care, economic
opportunity and the assurance of
rights and freedoms. The task is not
yet complete, but Afghanistan’s self-
reliance grows stronger each day. In
light of the progress over the last 11
years, and building on our firm and
shared commitment, we are confident
that our strong partnership will lead
towards a better future. Regional
security, stability and development are
interlinked, and a secure and stable

Afghanistan is critical for a secure and
stable South Asia.

TSA: How do you foresee NATO’s

continued engagement with Afghani-
stan after the withdrawal of troops?

KGK: As the Chicago Summit
stated in May 2012,
Afghanistan will not stand alone.
NATO’s commitment to Afghanistan
is firm. At the Lisbon Summit in
2010, NATO and the Government
of Afghanistan signed the Enduring
Partnership Declaration, and at the
Chicago Summit in 2012, NATO
Allies, along with ISAF partners, built
on this commitment to provide the
Afghan national security forces with
the necessary training, advising and
assistance moving forward that they
need to fulfill their duties. NATO
and the Afghan Government have a
clear road map through this Transition
process, by which full security
responsibility ~ for  Afghanistan s
gradually transitioned from ISAF to the
Afghan government. After 2014, the
Alliance has committed to providing
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strong and long-term political and
practical support through our Enduring
Partnership with Afghanistan.

TSA: What are the current hopes and
dreams for the future of NATO?
KGK: At the Chicago Summit, the

Heads of State and Government
of the member countries of the
Alliance recommitted to the core

values of NATO, as defined in the
Strategic Concept, as the transatlantic
framework  for strong
defense, and the essential forum for
security consultations and decisions
among Allies. NATO has three
essential core tasks — collective defense,
crisis management, and cooperative
security — all of which contribute to
safeguarding Alliance members. With
the strong partnership of, and dialogue
with, nations around the world, the
Alliance’s work remains at the forefront
of security: From fighting piracy off the
Horn of Africa, to efforts in improving
cyberdefense, to our commitment in
supporting United Nations Security
Council Resolution (UNSCR) 1325
on Women, Peace and Security, and
UNSCR 1612 and related Resolutions
on the protection of children affected
by armed conflict. The Alliance is also
looking to emerging challenges, and the
requirement that we must make best
use of our resources and to continue
to adapt our forces and structures. We
remain committed to our common
values, and are determined to ensure
NATO’s ability to meet any challenges
to our shared security. ®
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Afghanistan

President Hamid Karzai’s recent
Cabinet reshuffle points to him exerting
a stronger position after the 2014
presidential elections according to some
analysts. New appointments follow a
period of criticism from both within
and outside, with parliament voting
no confidence in several ministers and
outsiders accusing the existing regime of
corruption. President Karzai dismisses
claims of strategic appointments stating
instead that a reshuffle is a normal part
of the process of government.

Bangladesh

Bangladeshi garment workers have been
protesting over pay and conditions.
The country has about 4,500 garment
factories, many producing clothing for
international household brands which
were attracted by the low labour costs.
The protests have caused disruption
to production and delivery and in the
longer term could potentially affect
Bangladesh’s position as a desirable
location for garment labour.

Bhutan

Many Gol-aided projects in Bhutan
will not be affected by a slowdown
in the Indian economy despite the
fact that they are being built with the
assistance of the Indian government.
Indian external affairs ministry officials
were forced to speak out against reports
to the contrary which had shaken
economic confidence in the region.

India

Sixteen suspects arrested earlier this
month fall may fall into the category
of the “educated rterrorist”. Those
arrested include a doctor, an engineer,
an employee of a mult-national
corporation and a researcher. They are
accused of planning terrorist attacks and
may present the new face of the “Indian
Mujahideen”.  Recent  revelations
attributed to Abu Bashar following his
2008 arrest for alleged involvement
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in the Ahmedabad blasts of that year
back up the notion that terror groups
are looking to recruit well-spoken well-
educated young men.

Maldives

As part of President Dr Mohamed
Waheed’s visit to China, three significant
agreements have been signed between
the two governments, including one on
economic and technology cooperation.
These agreements represent a new
chapter in the relationship between the
Maldives and the Asian powerhouse.

Nepal

The newly appointed Chief of Army
Staff Gaurav Shumsher Rana has
said that the Nepal Army will play
its necessary role in bringing about a
satisfactory conclusion to the peace
process. He emphasised that the army
had a major responsibility to respect
the Nepali people’s desire for a peaceful,
progressive and undivided Nepal.

Pakistan

A new dialogue between Pakistan and
India has come to fruition thanks
to a recent delegation of Pakistani
parliamentarians who arrived in India
via the via the newly constructed border
checkpoint at Attari earlier this month.
Jointly organised by Pakistani think
tank Jinnah Institute and the Federation
of Indian Chambers of Commerce and
Industry, it is hoped that this dialogue
will build upon existing commitments
such as bilateral trade relations between
the two nations.

Sri Lanka

The Sri Lankan Minister for External
Affairs, Prof. G .L. Pieris, has
announced that the country is to
increase diplomatic cooperation with
India. This will be achieved through
the expansion of its existing missions
in India to adapt to current and future
dialogue needs. m
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