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Conflicting versions of the history of India and Pakistan, the 
result of erroneous assumptions and purposeful propaganda, 
continue to influence and dominate the present; shared 
bitterness and hatred have made the two countries "distant 
neighbors." Pre-partition tales and harsh memories at the 
time of a divided India have allowed the past to permeate the 
present. Both states rely on their own versions of history, 
which only helps to keep the hostilities alive. 

It is said that Islam was brought to Sindh (now part of 
Pakistan) with the invasion in 712 A.D. by Mohammad Bin 
Qasim, nephew of the Caliphate’s Governor of Iraq. And so 
also began the rifts between Hindus and Muslims in the 
region. Raja Daher, then ruler of Sindh, defended his 
homeland but seems to have been declared the “villain” by 
most Pakistani historians, while Bin Qasim is called the 
“hero.” Many writers paint a bleak picture of the time, and 
politicians are found supporting these writers, calling Raja 
Daher’s rule tyrannical and citing it as the reason for the 
invasion. Ironically, history textbooks never bother to 
mention the death of Bin Qasim, which may have occurred 
under some less-than-heroic circumstances. 
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It seems it is more convenient and self-serving to eulogize him as a hero, especially 
because he is credited with bringing Islam to the region. The problem with distorted 
history is that it conceals what should be shown and shared with everyone. Some in 
Sindh who recognize the plausibility of a different version of history that is not so 
decidedly uncritical of Bin Qasim are willing to accept Raja Daher as a hero who stood 
against invaders, but most historians don’t mention it today. After all, Waleed Bin Abdul 
Malik, the Caliph of the Islamic Empire at that time, was determined to spread Islam 
into Central Asia. Who can say with certainty what tactics were employed by his 
commandants in order to accomplish this? 

With the passage of time, intolerance of other religions was being encouraged by the 
religio-political in society, disturbing the harmony of the region. And then we come to 
the era of Mughal Empire, from which many writers tend to isolate the bitter moments 
to shape the history of Pakistan. Akbar the Great (1542-1605) ruled according to the 
principle of sulh-i-kul (for the general good of all people) which arose from his liberal 
views of religion. He even married a Hindu girl to strengthen the bonds of friendship 
between the Hindus and the Muslims. But then Aurangzeb Alamgir (1618-1707) came 
along and Islamized the Mughal Empire by introducing Islamic beliefs, which stood in 
direct contradiction to Akbar’s rule. Not surprisingly, Aurangzeb was chosen as the role 
model for Muslims; Akbar and his rapprochement policies were then largely ignored. 
During the struggle for the separate, independent state to be known as Pakistan, 
Aurangzeb became the icon used to motivate and encourage Muslims to favor a separate 
homeland because he had brought Islamic mandates to the sub-continent while largely 
ignoring its Hindu subjects. And Hindus of the sub-continent remained loyal to Akbar as 
he had promoted harmony and rapprochement between both communities. Today, 
Aurangzeb lives on as the hero of Pakistan but not for India.  Hero of one, villain of the 
other. 

Hatred breeds hatred. The same tactics were also used by Hindu gurus to instill fear in 
the minds of poor Hindus and make them distrust their Muslim brothers. In his book, 
“The Making of Pakistan,” K. K. Aziz says that when Swami Dayananda Saraswati 
founded the cow-protection society 1882, it was an overt anti-Muslim gesture. In the 
beginning, the Arya Samaj movement founded by Dayananda was more religious than 
political, but then one of its foremost leaders, Lala Lajpat Rai, “frightened the Hindus of 
the Punjab with the bogey of an Afghan invasion to be staged in connivance with Indian 
Muslims.”   

After the War of Mutiny against British rule (1857) and at the start of 20th Century, the 
distorted history painted by historians and right-wing politicians spread the poison of 
hate to the minds and hearts of the naïve. B. G. Tilak (1856-1920), one of the first 
independence activists whose ideal was the Marhatta chieftain Shivaji who revolted 
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against the Mughals, killed the Muslim General Afzal Khan. Talik supported the idea of a 
cow-protection society in order to stop Muslims from sacrificing cows on the holy 
festival of Eid ul Adha, and appealed to Hindus to take measures to rid India of 
“foreigners” (British and Muslims). 

The very idea that “India is an unsafe country for Muslims” can be traced back to British 
rule in India and the tactic it employed to control the native population known as “divide 
and rule.” In the post-mutiny period, India was declared by Muslims to be dar al-harb 
(meaning a place where Muslims are in the minority and persecuted), which resulted in 
mass migration toward Afghanistan in 1920. This seems to have been nothing more than 
a calculated emotional ploy, which further aggravated already strained communal 
relations and led to the ultimate partition of the sub-continent in August 1947.  

There is no denying that the shared history between India and Pakistan has been 
subjected to hatred on both sides. Heavy aftershocks can still be felt, and have hijacked 
the present. Religious leaders, political parties, biased writers, and predatory rulers of 
the sub-continent sowed the seeds of hatred and nurtured the bitter fruit. As a result, 
animosity has been purposefully cultivated.  

The recent spate of violence in India are rooted in the distortions of the past. More 
recently, for eating beef meat a Muslim woman and her 14-year-old cousin were gang-
raped  and two of their relations murdered  in India’s Haryana  province last month 
August. Last year, in the second week of October, during the book launch event of 
Khurshid Mahmood Kasuri (erstwhile Pakistani Foreign Minister) in India, Mumbai, 
when angry protesters threw black paint on the event organizer, Sudheendra Kulkarni 
(chairman of the Observer Research Foundation ). The reason was clear – he was 
hosting a Pakistani diplomat who was also a Muslim. 

Tragic incidents are not only limited to India. For example, it is known to be a virtuous 
undertaking to bring a Hindu “under the shelter of Islam,” whether it be through 
reasoning or force. According to a report of the Human rights Commission of Pakistan, 
“on an average around 20 to 25 Hindu girls are being forcibly converted to Islam every 
month in the southern Sindh province.”  

Rather than indulging in distorted history, the true history of the region should be 
determined, discussed and accepted. The history of this region can be traced from 
the Indus Valley Civilization (Bronze Age) in the northwest Indian sub-continent (which 
includes present-day Pakistan and northwest India) and also some parts of 
northeast Afghanistan. Dr. Kamran Ahmed, author of “Tareeqat; Seven Elements of 
Living Sufism in Pakistan” (PhD in Spirituality of South Asia from the University of 
California) and notes that the history of the arts of the region suggests that people who 
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lived in the region in 7000 B.C. were very tolerant and peaceful, and had respect for each 
other’s religions.And extremism had no roots in history of the region.  

The distorted history which begets violence must be left behind. And acknowledging and 
embracing the peaceful eras in history should remind us that peace can once again be 
possible. Pakistan and India should learn from their acrimonious past and highlight the 
golden age of communal harmony, keeping in mind the collateral damages the 
communities faced during partition. It should be the duty of writers and politicians in 
the region to bridge the gap between these close neighbors rather than widening it. 
Indeed, it should be a matter of pride for India and Pakistan to celebrate their common 
harmonious cultures rather than indulging in distorted, relatively recent histories that 
have led to hate, bigotry and division. 
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