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On the 18 September 2016, in the early morning, four terrorists entered an 

Indian Army Camp in the town of Uri. The terrorists -also known as 

Fedayeen- appeared to be well trained and heavily armed. They had 

automatic weapons, grenade launcher attachments and other equipment. In 

the several hours of exchange of fire between the security forces and the 

terrorists, 18 Indian soldiers were killed, 30 injured and all four terrorists 

were killed in action. However, despite the fact that no group has claimed 

responsibility for the attack, there are several indications that the terrorists 

belong to Pakistan-based armed group Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM). As was 

convincingly argued in a previous policy brief, there is ample evidence of 

JeM -a militant group- links to elements within the Pakistani government. 

Regarding India’s Army Northern Command and several statements of 

civilian authorities, it can be discerned that the attackers were of foreign 

origin and their equipment had Pakistani markings on them. This proves that 

the entire operation was planned and executed by Pakistan and shows that, 

once again, Pakistan has not stopped using terrorism as a tool of foreign 

policy.
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Thus, the Uri attack was not the first terrorist attack under the BJP led-NDA government. 

There have been two other major terrorist attacks on Indian soil since the government came 

into power in May 2014. The first attack was in Punjab where three civilians and four 

policemen were killed in the Gurdaspur district. A more disturbing one took place in 

January 2016 when terrorists targeted one of India’s most important air force bases in 

Pathankot in Punjab. Here, the core question that needs to be answered is: Why did the 

Indian government launch surgical strikes after the Uri attacks? What made the government 

of India so complacent that it did not take any action in the wake of the previous attacks? 

This factor of different responses to the similar kinds of attacks needs to be answered.  

History shows that for the last ten years all the terrorist attacks that have taken place have 

targeted civilians and non-military areas. However, the last three recent terrorist attacks 

have focussed on military areas and presumably show a new area of focus. The attack in Uri 

cannot be just passed off as any other terrorist attack, as it has larger ramifications and can 

be seen as a threat to the sovereignty to India.  Destruction of military assets is a direct 

threat to the military prowess of India, and the death of soldiers rakes up patriotism and puts 

the incumbent government under pressure. In response to the Uri attack, Modi government 

launched surgical strikes on terrorist bases along the LoC, after eleven days of Uri attacks 

have brought about a sign of relief for the government. Consequently, the government’s 

response to the Uri attack is grounded in realpolitik and provides the government with 

realistic options and leverage. An idiom “kill two birds with one stone” is fitted to explain 

the government’s action. The next paragraph shall further explore the relevance of this 

idiom. 

Importantly, the upcoming Uttar Pradesh and Punjab state elections (especially Uttar 

Pradesh elections, as the BJP was already on the back foot), were an important factor that 

pushed Modi government to respond with increase forces. Also, most of the soldiers who 

died during the Uri attack were from Hindi belt region Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Rajasthan.  

The anger and unrest were coming out against Modi government from entire India. 

According to Samita Gupta (Deputy Editor at The Hindu in Delhi), she witnessed a 
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discussion where a man named Ganesh Shankar Yadav said that “diplomatic measures and 

tough speeches in the U.N. won’t help Pakistan reform”, adding, “Modi ji should show us 

that he really has a 56 inch chest. If the United State can enter into other countries’ 

territories and shoot down terrorists, why can’t we? Otherwise, he is taking a risk in these 

elections.”  

So, the anguish of the people and criticism of Modi’s policy towards Pakistan, put the 

incumbent Modi government on the spot and consequently, action had to be taken to satiate 

the public demand for revenge. This has also led to a sense of satisfaction among the voters, 

many of whom would be voting in Uttar Pradesh. Some of BJP leaders in Uttar Pradesh 

made government action a campaigning tool and praised India’s “surgical strike” in several 

banners and hoardings. The State is expected to go to the Assembly polls in less than four 

months; in Uttar Pradesh, hoardings state: “We will kill you and kill you for sure but with 

our gun, our bullet, at our time of convenience but at your place.” Photos of the hoardings 

were showing PM Narendra Modi, BJP Chief Amit Shah, Uttar Pradesh BJP Keshav Prasad 

Maurya and others. The posters then congratulate the government and the army for the 

offensive. The above summary clarifies why the action was “killing two birds with one 

stone” for the NDA led-BJP government. They not only responded to the Uri terrorist 

attack, but also gained political leverage.  
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