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COMMENT

Jeremy W. Peters of The New York Times suggests At times, the similarity of Mr. Trump’s and Mr.

Modi’s political vocabulary is striking. Mr. Trump in his speech from New Jersey said "The Indian

and Hindu community will have a true friend in the White House that I can guarantee". This
reconfirms that Indo-US partnership has a brighter future as India’s Foreign ministry Headquarters,
located in South Block, expects a Trump administration will forge a solid bilateral alliance. Former
US diplomat William H Avery predicted a Chinese loss if Trump presidency takes over White House.
The new president will pursue an aggressive Asia policy to restructure the existing balance of power

in the subcontinent. China's loss is India's gain and China stands to lose and big under a President

Trump. India will have more leverage in such a situation to counter China-Pakistan axis in South

Asia.

India’s troublesome neighbour Pakistan will have hard time to engage with Trump Presidency.

During Hugh Hewitt’s radio show, Trump called Pakistan "probably the most dangerous" country in

the world today. The involvement of India in an unstable Pakistan in the interest of both the

countries, which is a major departure from Obama’s No intervention into the territory (Balochistan)
of a sovereign country. This is a great relief for Mr. Modi who sees a resilient partner in President
Trump. US-India might pursue a global joint strategy to curtail China’s dramatic rise as a major great

power in the world. This too would be of great concern for Islamabad.

Pakistan’s conventional military threat to India can largely be met by arms modernisation and
through the unlimited access to US Military-Industrial complexes. India will be able to lobby
extensively on that front. As PM Modi has ambitious plans at home like “Make in India” and Smart

City projects which need advanced US technology.

The International Monetary Fund in July projected 7.4% growth for South Asian Nations in the

financial year 2016-17, this could make Mr. Trump “jealous” of the economic empowerment that

India is going through. Even though Wall street Journal considers ‘India is starting from a much

lower base and its economy still fails to provide millions of people with many of the things’. Modi,

India’s perhaps first technology savvy and pro-corporate Prime Minister will find it interesting to
engage with Mr. Trump, a business tycoon. A give and take on that front and negotiations on key

economic issues would have better outcome. As Democratic vice Presidential candidate Sen. Tim
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Kaine alleged, Donald Trump’s investments in India could have an impact on on-going US’ efforts to

stabilise Indo-Pak relations .As the new President termed India a “Key Strategic ally” and called for

greater trade deals . He said we are going to have a ‘phenomenal future’ together. Once again it is a

foremost giveaway for Modi’s administration.

Donald Trump would be less tolerant towards Pakistan's harbouring of a terror infrastructure within

its territory. US will give much importance to realist principles and the elimination of ISIS and
terrorism more generally could be prioritised. In changing dynamics of power in the dawn of 21%
century, India is attempting hard to secure its place. PM Modi and his envoys will have the option to
restart the dialogue in various forums to push for India’s permanent seat in Security Council and
NSG membership. China’s confrontation with India may turn out to be futile if an Indo-US alliance
emanates firmly. As Modi emphasized repeatedly that development is going to be his government’s
priority, US will also be a crucial partner in realising that objective. Manifold regional shifts in
forums like SAARC will need a fresh strategic realignment with US as China strengthens ties with
South Asian allies namely Bangladesh, Nepal and Bhutan. While a robust economic relationship

might be a tough job for Modi to pursue Mr Trump as he hinted of India’s growth could be a concern

for America precisely because of Job loss to the Indians. However, Indo-US relationship has potential

to upend the existing international Order.
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