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COMMENT

In the context of developing international dynamics, particularly in South Asia where China is

forming an alliance with Pakistan and aggressively making its presence felt, India needs to be

prepared on the policy front. This defence deal is considered as a step ahead in strengthening Indo-
US ties.

The strategic military coupling of India and the US through LEMOA is important in that regard and
potentially a step forward in strengthening ties between the two countries. The agreement includes
a dedicated framework to ensure that both the Indian and US militaries can share and use logistical
support, infrastructure, supplies, and services on a recoupable basis. This will include food supply,
clothing, transportation, fuelling, medical facility, repair and maintenance services as well as other
logistical items and facilities. The pact lays out a road map for training programs and joint
exercises that will enhance Indian defence war doctrine and provide a significant increase in the

operational capacity of both nations’ armed forces.

Closer collaboration with the US military will bolster India’s security structure as the agreement
aims to encourage favourable circumstances for trade and equip the Indian military with advanced
technologies. LEMOA will beef up India’s strategic reach to areas like Diego Garcia and Djibouti
that were not within its scope previously. This pact will also open up new possibilities to
consolidate India’s logistics capabilities for military missions in the Indian Ocean. Earlier on 16t
May this year, Indo-US Maritime Security Dialogue was held to address, “issues of mutual interest,
including exchange of perspectives on maritime security development in the Asia-Pacific and
Indian Ocean Region as well as prospects for further strengthening cooperation between India and
the United States in this regard.”

However, the deal is certainly a way forward for strategic coupling, but these defence agreements
have certain pointers which involves regional dynamic like China, a key element in Indo-US
relations. China’s antagonistic behaviour on Indo-US defence logistic alliance have reasons for its
incompatible attitude. This subsequent Indo-US defence logistics alliance has made China a little
apprehensive about being isolated in the region. Beijing is worried about Washington’s multi-
pronged, strategically devised involvement in Asia and is conscious of the added weight the
alliance with New Delhi will bring, especially at times of military urgencies and at critical friction

points.

China might feel incapacitated and constrained from its assertive postures and foray in its

established and unbridled expansionist role if US continues to pursue its ‘rebalancing’ policy in
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Asia and asserts freedom of navigation rights in the South China Sea even after the recent power

change in US.

China is also cognisant of its own belligerency in those waters and the need to ensure the success of
its China Pakistan Economic Corridor - hence its apprehension around the brewing dynamics from
the increasingly active and functional US presence in South Asia. The amendment in Logistic
Support Agreement (LSA) to customize it to fit India’s requirement shows the strategic and dire
requirement of Indo-US mutual obligations. The concessions made in LEMOA somehow may
compel Beijing to think USA’s strategic requirement for India in the region and India’s strategic

reworking on its defence policies.

The already existing US military alliances in the region have always irked Beijing, but the signing
of LEMOA adds new and different dimensions. Firstly, as India shares its territorial borders with
China, the presence of US military in the region for joint exercises and patrolling is likely to be of
particular concern. Secondly, the probability that the US will use LEMOA to counter Chinese
military might in the South China Sea, especially with regard to airbases, could cause Beijing
serious anxiety. By providing a practical mechanism to invigorate ties between India and the US,

the agreement may thwart China’s hegemonic aspirations.

Since, China is an external halter in South Asia, and is providing Pakistan with strategic military
and economic support to deter India in South Asia, is certainly attentive about growing Indo-US
multifaceted defence ties. As Beijing knows that after LEMOA, two further resourceful logistics
agreements between the US and India that are currently in the pipeline: the CISMOA
(Communication Interoperability and Security Memorandum Agreement), and BECA (Basic
Exchange and Cooperation Agreement). Together they will allow India to receive equipment
enabling coded communications in military systems through secured networks, as well as
geospatial intelligence, aeronautical and topographical data, all of which could confer an added
advantage in maritime operations. These are on top of previous bilateral agreements on Civil
Nuclear Technology and the DTTI (Defence Trade and Technology Initiative) involving
cooperative research and co-development.

The advent of India as a potential new player in regional defence trade is therefore an emerging
challenge to China’s monopolistic market foray. Taking into account India’s strategically crafted
domestic defence manufacturing and procurement policies, it seems inevitable that China’s defence

export dominance will be curbed.
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As the great economic and military power in Asia, China considers the US its biggest obstacle to
achieving a leading position in the global political hierarchy. USA’s involvement in its
neighbourhood in strategic defence engagements perhaps alarms and creates premonitions for
China. Beijing has been extremely cautious in choosing its words in response to this but however in
diplomatic relations there is a massive difference between what is said and done. But US
involvement in China’s neighbourhood and deepening strategic defence engagements are

undoubtedly cause for alarm, even if it is buried underneath the diplomatic veneer.

In embedding the US in its security structure, India has demonstrated its intention to diminish
China’s regional dominance. China’s continuing westward aspirations in pursuit of myriad and
interrelated diplomatic, economic and military objectives, as well as its expanding presence in the
Indian Ocean, are pushing India to re-examine its strategic policies to safeguard its influence and
security in the region. China will continue to be assertive and, knowing this fact, India must be
vigilant in managing the geopolitical equilibrium of South Asia.
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