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Precisely, India’s inclusivity as Indian soft power could be seen as follows:

Firstly, India’s cultural inclusivity offers a large buffet to please different audiences’ taste. The
customers can pick up either Hyderabad’s Veg Briyani or Chiken Kashimm, that cab be
served every corner of cosmopolitan cities. They might dress up with either Bengali or
Punjabi clothes on the occasions they like. Kollywood (Tamil Film industry) or Bollywood
(Hindi cinemas) can be an option for movie lovers. They can also opt to enjoy either Kerala’s
Kathakali or Assamese traditional performances. These diverse elements are deliberately
selected by the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (JCCR), and aim at bringing out the

variety of India’s culture. Moreover, religious secularism also allows India to interact with
different worlds, by talking to the East via Buddhism and the re-establishment of Nalanda
University that interacts with the Gulf states through the Indian Islamic Centre in Abu Dhabi,

or even communicate with the Vatican emphasizing Mother Teresa’s contribution in India.

Seeking similarity, inclusivity offers India several chances to connect with other countries; as
for example: organize the Ramayana conference to engage with Southeast Asia; launch
academic chairs to meet the Sanskrit fever in Germany; Prime Minister Modi visiting Ganga
Talao in Mauritius to affirm their common Hindu spirituality,

Secondly, political inclusivity gives India a catchall diplomacy: India as the world largest
democracy can be seen as ‘the twin towers’. This position allows India to equally dialogue

with the liberal worlds: EU, US, or the UK. In fact, India has relations with these countries in
a democratic manner and offers the willingness to facilitate the capacities to support
democracy and electoral process in developing countries. Furthermore, India’s open

democracy demonstrates how different political stands can be elected. Some Indian states (i.e.
West Bengal and Kerala) have elected a communist party into power. It helps linking India
with the socialist world, for example through a strong Vietnam-India relationship. In addition,
it is worth noting that universal values of anti-colonialism, anti-imperialism, and anti-
apartheid become common ties, bridging India with Asia and Africa. Moreover, India’s
promotion of world peace has been iconized through the contribution of M.K. ‘Mahatma’
Gandhi, and also thanks to the idea of lifting up social justice linked to Dr. B. R. Ambedkar’s
activity.

Thirdly, inclusive development is a way to also fill the gaps in North-South and South-South
cooperation. On this account, the human resource development plays a key role in India’s soft
power globally. To improve human capital, India set up several training institutions, which
provide professional and academic courses, domestically and internationally. A large number

of foreigners have been trained through the India’s Technical and Economic cooperation
programs (ITEC) and the ICCR Scholarship, allowing students from East Pacific to South
America to participate. India provides English training programs because it believes that the
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language could help the developing world to reduce communicational gaps. In addition, the
Indian diaspora does not only represent its cultural identities, but it also defines India on a
new dimension of professionalism, given the achievements that many of them had in several
multinational organizations.

Last but not least, Indian soft power is timeless, because it can range from the ancient
civilization up to modern innovations. India can raise philosophical questions citing its
medieval thinkers, invite scholars to debate on history, celebrate International Yoga day, or
even offer cooperation on civilian controlled-nuclear energy; outer-space technology for

traditional and non-traditional security; the informational technology as it is the world fastest
growing IT hub. Inclusivity offers India more stories to tell the world via several campaigns,
such as ‘Incredible India’ and ‘Make in India’.

Unfortunately, Indian soft power was critiqued as too soft and not enough to serve the goal. It
might be a result of India’s financial limitation in propagating its soft power. It might be also
be due to internal problems i.e. injustice, inequality and poverty. It could also be traced back
from the philosophical stands that determined the shiftless in its implementation. India’s
complexity makes it hard to determine its image abroad. These caveats are injected in India’s
foreign policies dimension. Undoubtedly, India has no place on the top 30 of Soft Power

world ranking.

Does India have to play the same game on soft power competition? To be committed to self-
determination in global affairs, India should not force itself into a singularly defined character
or a monolithic representation. The Indian government should provide platforms for
multifaceted players to represent ‘India’ so that the country can have a variety of choices to
offer the world. Moreover, soft power should spread naturally and globally, and try not to
exclude or marginalize its valuable element of inclusivity.
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