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The Rohingyas, an ethnic group from the Rakhine State in Myanmar, 

which is to this day  home to more than one million of these citizens, are 

one of the most persecuted groups in the world. Despite living in 

Myanmar for generations, the Rohingyas are regarded as illegal 

immigrants from Bangladesh. Several restrictions have been imposed 

upon these people in areas such as land ownership, marriage, 

employment, education, and their movement. The Citizenship Law of 

1982, which was promulgated by the erstwhile military junta, 

effectively denied to  Rohingyas the possibilities of acquiring the 

citizenship of Myanmar.  Mr. Syed Munir khasru, Chairman of ‘The 

Institute for Policy, Advocacy, and Governance,’ noted  that  this threw 

1.33 million Rohingyas  into a perilous life,   forcing many to escape 

into safer places . With the return of democracy in 2015, after decades 

of military rule, the Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s party,  the National 

League for Democracy (NLD), took power. It was believed that this 

transition would signal a dawn of a new era of peace and stability in 

Myanmar. Nevertheless, the government has failed completely in 

tackling  crucial internal security and humanitarian issues.
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In October 2016, alleged Rohingya insurgents killed nine police officers. This incident has 

triggered a new humanitarian crisis in Myanmar after the military crackdown in Rakhine State. 

Consequently, ‘hundreds of people have been killed at the hands of military, many more hundreds 

have disappeared, scores of women sexually assaulted, villages razed to the ground, and tens of 

thousands have fled the country,’ says Dr. Happymon Jacob. Even innocent people who were 

fleeing the violence were shot dead. The atrocities of Myanmar authorities did not end here, 

however. They also disrupted the escape routes of migration through land and maritime migration 

routes to Malaysia. 

The continued and indiscriminate use of disproportionate force in Rakhine State corroborates that 

the transition to democracy has not brought any meaningful difference to most disadvantaged 

sections of Myanmar. It highlights the fact that the military still remains a powerful institution in 

Myanmar as the constitution reserves up to one-fourth of the seats in the Parliament for the Army. 

The Army has been constantly denying the incidents of targeting civilians. However, the numbers 

of reports including satellite images proves the torture imposed upon the civilians by the Army. The 

Army has failed to make a distinction between the insurgents and innocent civilians. Ms. Suu Kyi, 

State Counselor of Myanmar, has not responded to the crisis effectively  due to her ‘precarious 

political’ positions. It seems that her ability to direct and act in the backdrop of military crackdown 

of the Rohingyas has dramatically eroded.  

An enquiry commission appointed by the Myanmar government to unearth the ground reality 

concluded, ‘there were no cases of genocide and religious persecution in the region.’ The constant 

denial of committed atrocities by the Myanmar’s establishment substantiates the very popular 

saying that ‘wrongdoers never admit theirs wrongdoings,’ especially when the Army’s wrongdoings 

have been proved to be true  by media reports. Ms. Suu Kyi, when criticized by the international 

community for not taking resolute and adequate measures to improve the deteriorating crisis, called 

an informal meeting with the foreign ministers of ASEAN countries to brief them about the 

ongoing crisis in Rakhine State. However, so far the conundrums of Rohingyas have not been 

ameliorated.    
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After coming to power, Ms. Suu Kyi initiated the formation of an advisory commission on Rakhine 

State under the chairmanship of the former Secretary General of the United Nations, Kofi Annan, to 

find a ‘lasting solution’ to the Rohingya crisis. However, this commission only proposes to advise 

for ‘development and reconciliation’, rather than objectively investigaing violence committed 

against the Rohingyas.’ Mr. Khasru argues that in a democratic set up,  in spite of the killings of 

October 9th, 2016 perpetrated by the Rohingya insurgents, the issues  should have been properly 

investigated through formation of an independent judicial commission, so that an appropriate 

administrative, legal, and punitive measures could have been initiated against the perpetrators. 

Sarat Dash, chief of mission of the International Organisation for Migration in Bangladesh, has 

termed the recent phenomenon of large-scale influx of refugees from Myanmar to southeast 

Bangladesh as a ‘forgotten crisis,’  a crisis which is worsening in the Rohingya refugee camps. The 

Bangladeshi government’s ‘National Strategy on Myanmar Refugees Report’ of 2013 enumerated 

that three lakh to five lakh refugees have already settled in southeastern Bangladesh since the 

instigation of an anti-Rohingya ethnic cleansing drive in major parts of Myanmar from the early 

1990s. In addition, the recent spate of ethnic violence in Rakhine State of Myanmar has triggered 

the movement of ‘34,000 Rohingya refugees’ to Bangladesh. The National Strategy Report further 

delineated that 32,000 Rohingya refugees are officially registered and nearly 50,000 living in a 

makeshift settlements near the camps. 

Prime Minister of Bangladesh Sheikh Hasina has exhorted the Myanmar’s leadership to come on 

the dais to settle down the all-outstanding crisis  concerning the Rohingyas. She clarified before the 

Parliament that Bangladesh has already provided shelter to half a million Rohingya refugees and 

that her country would not accept more refugees. She opined that the Rohingya Muslim issue is a 

political problem that requires solution through political means and that Rohingya issues cannot be 

solved militarily. She has called for the Myanmar authorities to resolve the crisis through ‘internal 

negotiations.’ She further referred to the example of the settlement of the Chittagong Hill Tracts 

issue in Bangladesh. In 1962, the Pakistani government had inflicted a misery on the Chakmas 

through building the Kaptai dam that rendered approximately ‘40,000 Chakmas’ homeless as their 

home and farmland were lost due to flooding. These people made their way to India. On 2 
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December 1997, the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) peace accord was signed in Dhaka between the 

government and the ‘Parbatya Chattagram Jana Sanghat Samity’ (PCJSS, United People’s Party of 

the Chittagong Hill Tracts) through peaceful negotiation. This accord facilitated the repatriation of 

the tribal refugees from India’s Tripura State based on the 20-point Facilities Package and following 

the accord, the Chakma rebels had laid down their arms. 

The International Crisis Group in its latest report published on 15 December 2016 affirmed the 

chances of increasing desperation and despair and subsequently radicalization among the 

Rohingyas because of the ongoing imposed crisis.  Also the possibilities that they might be 

gravitated by the Global network of Jihadists were heightened due to very fertile ground created by 

said crisis given very susceptible conditions. This of course could in turn trigger guns against 

Myanmar and its neighbours. It is Therefore, it high time for Myanmar to adhere to an engaging 

diplomacy, among others learning a lesson from the past events like the Chittagong Hill Tracts 

accord in order to end the Rohingya crisis going into the roots of the crisis. 

India, a major South Asian power, being a responsible neighbour to Myanmar, can no longer remain 

aloof and oblivious to the ongoing Rohingya crisis. But tThis is even more so due to the fact that 

India has embarked on the path of becoming a global power. It has to present a substantive stand on 

this crisis for it is in India’s interest to send a message that the country’s initiatives taken with 

regard to the Rohingyas would be capable to decide the course of actions on the part of Myanmar 

and Bangladesh towards finding out a lasting remedy of the Rohingya crisis.  

In his piece titled ‘Doing the right thing,’ Mr. Chinmaya R. Gharekhan, a former India’s 

representative to the United Nations,  stressed the need for India to be vocal whenever peace is 

threatened. He reminds India of philosophical and spiritual fountain of its foreign policy. He 

pointed out that, ‘As the principal architect of the policy of non-alignment, Jawaharlal Nehru was 

determined to keep India aloof from conflicts elsewhere,’ so that the country could devote its efforts and 

energy to the task of developing its economy. In this, he was largely successful by not lining up 

with either of the two politico-military blocs. At the same time, he had also declared, ‘Where peace 

was threatened or justice denied, India would not keep silent.’ 
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Dr. Jacob stressed ‘that New Delhi should use creative diplomacy to persuade Myanmar to resolve 

the Rohingya crisis. It should perhaps consider appointing a special envoy for this purpose who 

would hold discreet negotiations with Myanmar’s military, Ms. Suu Kyi, Dhaka and Beijing in order to 

bring an end to the crisis.’ Nevertheless, the Rohingyas problem is not confined to Myanmar and 

Bangladesh only. It has approached to the shores of Malaysia, Indonesia and Thailand, so being that 

these countries have demonstrated a lukewarm and lackadaisical propensity towards accepting the 

Rohingyas. It could be noted that the Rohingya crisis has spilled over across the region. Hence, 

India should take China into confidence and engage with all ASEAN countries bringing Myanmar 

and Bangladesh on the dais through its persuasive and dynamic diplomacy to solve the crisis.  
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