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Following the new onslaught of the Tehreek-e Taliban Pakistan characterised 
by successive series of suicide bombings in Quetta (Baluchistan); Peshawar 
(Khyber Pakhtunkhwa); Lahore (Punjab) and Sehwan (Sind), the entire 
Pakistani civil society remains stunned and under a state of shock. The way in 
which the trend of suicide bombings has taken the nation by frenzy is beyond 
any figment of imagination. Ever since 9/11, Pakistan’s overall all security 
scene has remained rather chaotic and it’s not out of place to say that the all-
encompassing political and social as well as economic situation in the country 
has remained under the shadow of the war on terror. 

This article will throw the light on the issue of the recent spate of attacks that 
have rocked Pakistan from East to West and North to South. In the current 
climate, although the Pakistani nation as well as the government both stay 
resolved to address the menace of terrorism, there are renewed threats from 
the new organisations in the Af-Pak region. The recent attacks were claimed 
by The Islamic State (the Khorasan chapter) along with the convergence of the 
interest between the Tehreek-e Taliban, and the Pakistani Jammat-ul Ahrar 
group. With the stage set for the operation Rad-ul Fasaad, which was launched 
in the immediate aftermath of the suicide terror attacks by the TTP (Ahrar 
group), there is a clear recognition on the part of the Pakistani authorities so as 
to the need of completely rooting out the hide-outs of terror networks as well 
as recognising the presence of ISIS in the Af-Pak region, the latter issue being 
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a matter of contention (as there were conflicting reports on the issue about the organisation in 

the region. Of late, there were numerous opinions maintained by the authorities in charge 

concerning the presence of ISIS in Pakistan-benefitting both Pakistani and Afghan Taliban 

networks with a range of logistical, military and other kinds of support. The years following 

the wars in Syria and Iraq are considered to the regrouping of ISIS factions in AF-Pak region. 

In 2016, ISIS formed Wilayat Khorasan (Khurasan Province), a historical region 

incorporating parts of modern-day Afghanistan and Pakistan. The United States Institute of 

Peace (USIP) in its report published in September last year alarmed of the Wilayat Khorasan 

activities stating that the composition of the shura formed by the ISIS could lead the group to 

eventually engage more heavily in Pakistan than Afghanistan.1The leaders of the Wilayat 

Khorasan shura, being predominantly Pakistani, have an established understanding of the 

Pakistani terrain and its people. Their influence with local tribes could help Wilayat Khorasan 

build a support base in Pakistan. Shura member Omar Mansoor also reportedly has ties to Lal 

Masjid in Islamabad, which serves as a networking nexus for extremists and that the shura’s 

connections with the Lal Masjid could help ISIS develop linkages with multiple terrorist 

groups and recruit from Deobandi madrassas throughout Pakistan, which are connected to Lal 

Masjid.2 

The presence of ISIS was denied by the Pakistani interior minister Chaudhry Nisar and 

former Advisor on Foreign Affairs Sartaj Aziz who refuted the group’s presence. Conflicting 

opinion’s pertained later following Aftab Sultan’s (the director general of the Intelligence 

Bureau) briefing to the Senate Standing Committee on Interior, recognising the threat of ISIS. 

He reportedly said that the “Islamic State group was emerging as a threat in the country 

because several militant groups had [a] soft corner for it.” Such apprehensions were also 

shared by the then-Foreign Secretary Azaz Ahmed Chaudhry who admitted in front of the 

																																																													
1 Tariq Pervez, The Islamic State in Pakistan, The United States Institute of Peace(USIP), 
https://www.usip.org/sites/default/files/PB213-The-Islamic-State-In-Pakistan.pdf Dated September, 
2016 
2 ibid. 


