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The Tashkent Forum: a new hope for
Afghanistan’s future

Paulo Casaca

‘The Tashkent Forum’ was first presented in a joint initiative by
Uzbekistan and Afghanistan during the UN Security Council
session in New York on January 19, 2018. The Tashkent
International Conference named “Peace Process, Security
Cooperation and Regional Connectivity” will be held in Tashkent
on the 26 and 27 of March 2018; it will gather high level

representatives of the international community.

The Tashkent Conference follows many other international fora
aimed at helping Afghanistan out of the present security crisis; its
essential novelty is to be exclusively centred on the region alone. It
is based on a new format of cooperation named Central Asia +
Afghanistan (“C5 + 17) and designed to discuss specific areas of
interaction between the five Central Asian nations — Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan — and
Afghanistan.

The conference is guided by two fundamental international
concepts. The first is the so-called principle of indivisibility of
security; in the words of Uzbek President Mirziyoev, it largely
consists in refusing the perception of the division of security threats
into ‘our own and those of others’. The second is that regional
stability will ultimately depend on Afghanistan’s successful
integration into a wider system of trade, economic and

infrastructural relations with the states of Central Asia.
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The ultimate goal is to achieve an international consensus on the basic issues of establishing peace
and security in Afghanistan by supporting the efforts of Afghan-owned, Afghan-led process for
national reconciliation in the country so as to overcome the threats of transnational terrorism, drug

trafficking and organized crime.

This new initiative reflects a growing activism and regional leadership from the Uzbek authorities
and certainly compares positively with all preceding endeavours by being centred on a regional

vision of common stability and growth.

This new Uzbek assertiveness lays at the origin of the recent positive developments regarding the
complex border issues with Tajikistan and Kirgizstan. The post-soviet borders inherited in the
Fergana valley, the intermingling of different ethnicities, and the existence of several enclaves all
led to a tense situation which has greatly improved in the last couple of years through partial

agreements and intelligent moves geared at diminishing the points of conflict.

The countries in the region have also bitterly suffered from post-Soviet rising Islamism which
Uzbekistan first confronted by a tough security response and is now ever more answered through

economic measures and an effort to promote a culture of religious tolerance.

Uzbekistan — like Afghanistan — is an ethnically diverse country with complex historical and
geographic relations with its neighbours; its successes can therefore provide useful examples for
Afghanistan. Uzbekistan’s standing has also the advantage of being well accepted by all most
important geopolitical players; its traditional good relations with both Russia and China are now
being developed with the US as well. This is an advantage in the country’s quest to become a key

player in the stabilisation of Afghanistan.

Summing up, Uzbekistan seems the best placed country to give the main impetus to a stabilisation
process in Afghanistan, and the Tashkent Forum now underway has all the conditions to become
the main regional instrument used to such end; however, we think that for this process to be

successful, some important conditions are to be met.
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First and foremost, the international community has to take critical steps so to stop transnational
terrorism by decisively sanctioning such an activity. Those who think that turmoil on one’s
neighbour’s soil will enhance one’s bargaining capacity fail to understand the increasingly global
nature of our day challenges, which make turmoil vastly more contagious and the national standing
more illusory. In any case, there must be an absolute consensus on the eradication of transnational

terrorism coupled with a complete refusal to condone it.

Secondly, the international community must think of completely different strategies to combat drug
trafficking. If prohibition measures mainly translate in the increased price of illegal substances, they
will convert into increased profits through the production chain, feeding the terror-crime nexus.
Novel strategies such as those tried by countries like Uruguay might give a positive answer to the
health-challenge posed by these illicit substances without contributing to the profitability of the

illicit activity.

Thirdly, peace can only be established on the basis of a culture of human respect and tolerance and
rejection of ‘supremacist’ ethnic, national, monetary or religious ideologies. The respect for
humanity entails absolute priority given to the defence of women and children; these are

unnegotiable principles. Any peace that is not built on this basis will remain limited and illusory.

Last but not least, there must be a capacity to embrace all those who are willing to renounce
violence as a means of imposing their will on the community and accept their integration into the

political system; this will require great efforts from all national and neighbouring actors.

We wish the utmost success to this initiative from Uzbekistan in concertation with the Afghan

authorities, as it will ultimately translate in a success for all humanity.
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