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ABSTRACT

Despite a more or less shared colonial past of the British Raj, the South Asian states have
progressed along diverse paths of statehood and nation-building, and experienced different
strategies of development. Furthermore, South Asia was unable to fully recover from the
traumatic partition that followed the end of the European presence. The latter turned into a major
source for intraregional diplomatic conflicts and fully fledged wars became rampant and prevailed
over the logic of effective and cohesive regional cooperation. Subsequently, South Asia has not
stood out as one of the great success stories when it comes to regional integration and
cooperation. Attempting to enhance spatial interaction within the region and beyond, economic
corridors are gaining momentum, with the most advanced example being the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC). Against this backdrop, the lecture will focus on the following
questions: (1) What are the perceptions, expectations, interests, and challenges of CPEC? (2)
Will CPEC become an impetus or rather another hindrance for regional cooperation, especially
between India and Pakistan?
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