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Conference “National Reconciliation in Sri Lanka”  

European Parliament, Brussels 

Room ASP A1H1 

15 May 2018, 16:00 

SADF is organising, in cooperation with the ‘European Friends of Sri Lanka’, a conference on 

the reconciliation process in Sri Lanka. After the end of a decades-long violent conflict, the Sri 

Lankan government has been faced with the task to reintegrate tens of thousands of refugees 

and Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs). At the occasion of his visit in Brussels, the Hon. 

Minister of Prisons, Rehabilitation and Resettlement, D. M. Swaminathan M.P., accepted our 

invitation to be the keynote speaker on the national reconciliation process in the post conflict 

context. He will speak on the latest developments in reconciliation, such as the impact of the 

government’s permanent housing programme for conflict affected families and other projects 

which are directed to facilitating resettlement and reintegration of ex-combatants, refugees and 

IDPs. 

This conference is designed as a follow up of SADF’s 2015 “Post Electoral Briefing” with His 

Excellency Mr Rodney Perera, Ambassador of Sri Lanka to the EU, and our 2016 event on 

women’s role in the peace and reconciliation process with the keynote speech being offered by 

Hon. Madam President Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga. 

This year’s conference will include the participations of Ms Caroline Vinot, Head of the EEAS 

South Asia Division, Ms Régine Vandriessche, Director Asia-Pacific at the Belgian Foreign 

Ministry, Dr Christian Wagner, Senior Fellow at the Stiftung für Wissenschaft und Politik (SWP), 

Berlin, Germany, as well as Mr Brian Toll, Researcher on Europe-Asia relations. 

The conference will take place on Tuesday, 15 May 2018 at 16:00 and will be hosted by Mr 

Geoffrey Van Orden MEP, Chairman of the ‘European Friends of Sri Lanka’, in Room ASP 

A1H1 at the European Parliament. We would be delighted to count on your participation in 

this high-level event, which will be followed by a reception. 

If you are certain you will attend the conference, please register under this link. Should you not 

have a permanent badge for the European Parliament, please complete both sections of the 

registration form, and you will receive a day badge before entering. Please meet us by 15:30 at 

the Parliament’s accreditation centre off Place Luxembourg. 
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Keynote Address 

 

By Hon. Deva Manoharan 

Swaminathan, Minister of 

Prison Reforms, 

Rehabilitation, Resettlement 

and Hindu Affairs of Sri 

Lanka 

 

 

 

Early life and background  

Educated at the Royal College Colombo, Hon.  Deva 

Manoharan Swaminathan studied law at the Sri Lanka Law 

College and was admitted to the Supreme Court as an Attorney at 

Law. 

Mr. Swaminathan hails from a very prominent family which has 

produced many renowned lawyers and statesmen. Sir Sangarapillai 

Pararajasingham, member of the Senate of Ceylon, was his 

grandfather, whilst Sir Ponnambalam Arunachalam, his great 

grandfather is a national hero and prominent Tamil leader in the 

Ceylon National Congress that led the campaign for 

independence from the British. His grand uncle Sir Ponnambalam 

Ramanathan was Ceylon's first Solicitor General. His maternal 

uncle was Sir Muthu Coomaraswamy, a Member of the Legislative 

Council and a Barrister by profession. Sir Muthu Coomaraswamy 

went on to become the first Asian and Sri Lankan to be Knighted 

by the British Crown, his son was Ananda Coomaraswamy, 

philosopher, metaphysician and historian. 

Professional career  

After graduating as a lawyer, Mr. D. M. Swaminathan had a 

thriving legal practice at the private bar. He founded the law firm 

“DM Swaminathan Associates” and is the present senior partner 

of the firm. His law firm has over 45 years of experience 

representing foreign and domestic multi-nationals in banking and 

property transactions. His areas of expertise are banking law, 

Commercial Property and Litigation. He has extensive experience 

advising businesses and corporations in these fields. 

He has served as Chairman of the National Savings Bank (NSB) 

of Sri Lanka. He has also served as a Member of the University 

Grants Commission, Public Service Commission, Educational & 

Service Committee and the Local Government Service 

Commission.  
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Political career  

Mr. Swaminathan is a prominent member of the ruling United 

National Party in Sri Lanka.  

He was appointed by the President of Sri Lanka as the Governor 

of Western Province and served in this capacity from 1994 - 2004.  

Mr. Swaminathan was appointed as one of the United National 

Party's (UNP) National List MPs in the Sri Lankan 

Parliament following the 2010 parliamentary election. After 

the 2015 presidential election he was re-appointed to Parliament 

and subsequently in August 2015, appointed as Minister of 

Resettlement, Reconstruction and Hindu Religious Affairs by 

President Maithripala Sirisena. 

Other interests   

Swaminathan has been a member of the Rotary Club of Colombo 

since 1971. He was the Rotary District Governor and a prominent 

Rotarian engaged in social service.  

Role of Minister of Prison Reforms, Rehabilitation, 

Resettlement and Hindu Religious Affairs of Sri Lanka 

 Formulation and implementation of policies, plans and 

programmes for the Resettlement, Reconstruction and 

Hindu Religious Affairs of civilians affected by the civil 

conflict in the North and East and all subjects that come 

under the purview of Departments, Statutory Institutions 

and Public Corporations listed in Column II 

 Implementation of such programmes and projects to 

resettle civilians, displaced by conflicts 

 Implementation of programmes and projects to 

rehabilitate persons affected by physical disabilities and 

thereby facilitates human resettlement 

 Facilitate co-ordination between the Government and 

donor Agencies, Non-Governmental organizations and 

civil society in respect of resettlement activities 
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 Provision of essential services for displaced persons 

 Rehabilitation of persons and properties 

 Re-integration of ex-combatants into civilian life 

 Development and promotion of palmyrah industry 

 Formulation of policies, programmes and projects to 

inculcate religious values in people in order to create a 

virtuous society 

 Implementation and monitoring of programmes in respect 

of Hindu religious and cultural affairs 

 The creation of a more civilized society by proper 

rehabilitation of prison inmates enabling them to become 

law abiding and humanitarian persons. 

 Administration of all prisons in Sri Lanka. 

 

H. E. Mr Rodney Perera is the Ambassador of Sri Lanka to 

Belgium and the European Union with concurrent accreditation 

as Ambassador to Luxembourg since August 2014. He has been a 

member of the Sri Lankan Foreign Service since 1988. He has 

served previously in as Second Secretary in Japan, First Secretary 

to the Permanent Mission of Sri Lanka to the United Nations, 

New York and Acting High Commissioner in Kenya. 

Ambassador Perera was the Ambassador of Sri Lanka to Italy 

from 2003 to 2007, with concurrent accreditation as Ambassador 

to Albania, Greece, Cyprus, Malta and Permanent Representative 

of Sri Lanka to the United Nations Food and Agriculture 

Organization (FAO) and the World Food Programme (WFP). He 

has also served as Ambassador of Sri Lanka to Norway from 2009 

to 2012. 

He has served as Director General/ Public Communications and 

Spokesman and later as Additional Secretary at the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs. He has previously served as Director, Political 

Affairs (East Asia, Middle East & Africa), Acting Director 

General, Political Affairs (Europe & Americas) at the Ministry of 
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Foreign Affairs. 

Ambassador Perera holds a Bachelor's Degree of Business 

Administration from the University of Toledo, Ohio, USA and a 

Masters Degree in International Relations from the Columbia 

University, New York. 

Ambassador Perera has held many professional positions 

including as the Chairman of the Asia Group of the UN Agencies 

in Rome (2005-2006), President of the Sri Lankan Foreign Service 

(Diplomats) Association (2007-2009) and the Dean of the Asia 

Group of Ambassadors in Oslo in 2011. 

Ambassador Perera has also delivered many lectures and public 

addresses at Institutions in Sri Lanka, Italy, Greece and Norway. 

He received a distinguished award "Grande Ufficiale-Ordine 

Della Stella Della Solidarieta" (Grand Officer of the Order of the 

Star of Italian Solidarity-highest Italian civilian honor), bestowed 

by the President of the Italian Republic in May 2007. 

 

 

Mr Geoffrey Van Orden MEP, has been Conservative Member 

of the European Parliament for the East of England since 1999. 

He sits on the Parliament's Foreign Affairs and Defence 

Committees and is Vice Chairman of the Special Committee on 

Terrorism. Before entering politics he was a Brigadier in the 

British Army with wide international experience and a particular 

focus on counter-terrorism. His military career began in Borneo 

and ended at NATO HQ in Brussels. His close interest in the 

Indian sub-continent began in 1977 when he attended the Indian 

Defence Services Staff College, Wellington, and travelled widely 

in India and Sri Lanka. He is a regular and frequent visitor to 

India and Sri Lanka and has travelled in China, Japan, Republic of 

Korea, and Taiwan. He is the Chairman of the European 

Parliament's Delegation for Relations with India. He is also the 

Co-Chairman of the Asia-Europe Political Forum. He is Vice-

Chairman of the European Conservatives and Reformists (ECR), 
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the third largest political group in the European Parliament and 

the founding President of its think-tank New Direction - The 

Foundation for European Reform. He read politics at the University of 

Sussex (1966-69); attended the Indian Defence Services Staff 

College (1977); was a Research Associate at the International 

Institute for Strategic Studies and Service Fellow at King’s 

College, University of London (1990-91). 

 

Mr Paulo Casaca, Founder and Executive Director of South 

Asia Democratic Forum (SADF); founder of the international co-

operation association registered in Brussels as ARCHumankind, 

“Alliance to Renew Co-operation among Humankind”; founder 

of the “Euro Reform Initiative”, a consultancy company on 

sustainable development, Lessmeansmore, Land and Energy 

Sustainable Systems; fellow of the German Marshall Fund of the 

US in the first semester of 2010; team leader of a report 

commissioned by the US based NGO Committee to Study the 

Organization of Peace “A Green Ray over Iraq” presented to the 

UN. Mr Casaca was a Member of the European Parliament from 

1999 to 2009, where he chaired the delegation for relations with 

NATO Parliamentary Assembly. He was a Councillor in the 

Permanent Representation of Portugal to the European Union 

from 1996 to 1999, chief of staff of the Minister for Territorial 

Planning and Public Works in 1995/1996, economics advisor for 

the socialist fraction in the national parliament in 1989/1990, 

1992, 1994/1995. He is the author of several books and reports 

on the issue of religious fanaticism. 
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A French carrier diplomat, Mrs Caroline Vinot joined the 

External European Action Service (EEAS) in 2017, as Head of 

Division for Regional Affairs and South Asia (India, Nepal, 

Bhutan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Maldives), in the Asia and Pacific 

Department (ASIAPAC) of the EEAS (Brussels). 

Prior to this assignment, Mrs Vinot was the Chair of two Working 

Parties of the Council of the EU between 2015 and 2017: 

Working Party for Eastern Europe, Central Asia (COEST) and 

Working Party for the Council of Europe and OSCE (COSCE), 

for the European External Action Service (Brussels). Between 

2012 and 2015, Mrs Vinot served at the French Permanent 

Representation to the European Union (Brussels) as a Counsellor, 

representing France in the EU Council working groups COEST, 

COSCE and EFTA.  In 2011-2012, Mrs Vinot joined the cabinet 

of French Minister for Higher Education and Research (Paris) as 

a Diplomatic advisor to the Minister. Previously (2009 – 2011), 

Mrs Vinot served in the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs as a 

Head of Unit for the European development Policy (Paris), 

General Directorate for Globalisation. After an initial posting as a 

first Secretary at the French Embassy in Prague (Czech Republic) 

in 1998 -2002, Mrs Vinot was seconded to the Czech Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs in 2008-2009, for a medium term mission aiming 

at strengthening cooperation between French and Czech EU 

Presidencies. Mrs Vinot started her carrier as a diplomat in the 

French Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Paris) – Asian Department, as 

a Desk Officer for South East Asia and India. 
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Ms Régine Vandriessche entered the Belgian Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs in 1987 and the country’s Diplomatic Service in 

1989. In the 1990s she was posted as Attaché at the Belgian 

Permanent Representation to the European Union, as Counsellor 

at the Belgian Embassy in Tokyo and as Minister-Counsellor as 

well as Deputy Head of Mission of the Belgian Embassy in 

Kinshasa. In the early 2000s, she moved back to the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs, assuming successively the positions of Roving 

Ambassador for Migration and Asylum issues, Diplomatic 

Adviser to the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Justice, 

Counsellor for Foreign Policy Coordination at the Belgian 

Permanent Representation to the EU, Director of the EU 

Presidency 2010 Logistics Team and Deputy Director General for 

Bilateral Relations. Since September 2015, she is holding the post 

of Director Asia-Pacific at the Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

Ms Vandriessche speaks French, Dutch and English, has good 

basic knowledge of German, Greek and Japanese and is learning 

Chinese. 

 

Dr Christian Wagner is Senior Fellow at the German Institute 

for International and Security Affairs (SWP) in Berlin. He 

submitted his PhD on “The Muslims of Sri Lanka” in 1989 at 

Freiburg University. He held various positions at the universities 

of Freiburg and Mainz and the Centre for Modern Oriental 

Studies in Berlin. From 1996 to 2001 he was Assistant Professor 

for Political Science at Rostock University where he submitted his 

habilitation on India’s Foreign Policy. Before he joined SWP in 

2003, he was a senior research fellow at the Centre for 

Development Research at the University of Bonn. In addition to 

his academic career, he was also part of two election observer 

missions to Sri Lanka. 

In 2015 and 2016, he was a Visiting Fellow at the Observer 

Research Foundation (ORF), the Jawaharlal Nehru Institute for 
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Advanced Studies (JNIAS) and at the Institute for Defence 

Studies and Analyses (IDSA) in New Delhi. His main areas of 

interest are India and South Asia with a special focus on foreign 

policy and security issues. His recent publication on “India’s 

Bilateral Security Relationships in South Asia” was published in 

Strategic Analysis. 

 

Mr Brian Toll is a specialist in Europe-Asia relations. He worked 

at the European Commission from 1993 until August 2017, 

spending the last 5 years at the Directorate General for 

Education, Youth, Sport and Culture where he focused on 

international cooperation and policy, particularly through the 

European Union’s higher education programmes. Previously, he 

worked in other domains of international relations (mainly with 

Russian-speaking and Asian countries, including five years as a 

diplomat in Central Asia) and as a consultant, researcher and 

lecturer in the UK, Finland and Russia. He completed his 

undergraduate degree in Russian Studies at the University of 

Bristol and post-graduate studies in education at the University of 

Sheffield. 
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