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 Context - Emerging South and South East Asia relations

 Common interests of EU, SA (India) and SEA (Myanmar)

 Joint concerns of EU, SA (India) and SEA (Myanmar)

Regional Cooperation in a Trilateral Context: 

EU, South Asia and South East Asia

 The role of the EU in promoting regional development, cooperation, and integration

 Prospects – The Way Forward

 Former, present and upcoming challenges for cooperation between EU, SA and SEA

 EU-ASEAN Development Cooperation

 EU engagement with Myanmar
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The context: Emerging South and South East Asia relations



The context: Emerging South and South East Asia relations (1/2)

General: Rising awareness of the need for more cooperation (Delhi Declaration)

1. ‘Western economies’ are struggling (demands for goods are going down), 

Understanding that the region needs new ‘grow markets’ & increase trade.

2. Growing tensions between the ‘great powers’

New common rationale (Push & Pull factors):

2. Growing tensions between the ‘great powers’

(U.S. and Russia / U.S. and China).

5. Increasing Chinese presence.

3. The post WW II security architecture is in flux.

4. Revival of ancient, cultural and trade ties between India and Southeast Asia after 

the end of the colonial and cold war divide.
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The context: Emerging South and South East Asia relations (2/2)

Increasing Chinese presence 

in the Indo-Pacific (ASEAN) region:

1) Naval forces

2) Build-up of naval bases and artificial islands 

5) Influence operations

3) Connectivity projects (BRI) 

4) Establishment of new international order including the rule of law. 

(At the same time undermining the existing liberal, rule-based order) 
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Common interests of EU, SA (India) & SEA (Myanmar)



Common interests of EU, SA (India) & SEA (Myanmar)

 Cooperative multilateralism, regional cooperation and integration

 Sustainable growth and stability in the Indian Ocean/ASEAN region

 Overall security and peace

 Ensuring access to new and established markets, increase of trade

 Maintaining open & secure sea-lanes of communication for trade & freedom of navigation

 Promoting of a rules-based conduct/order ('maritime governance‘)

 Strenghening of institutional mechanism & existing internat. law/dispute mechanisms

(i.e. harmonizing international law via UNCITRAL)

 Securing access and control over natural resources

 Issues related to environment, health and climate change preparedness
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Joint concerns of EU, SA (India) and SEA (Myanmar)



Joint concerns of EU, SA (India) and SEA (Myanmar)

 Propensity for conflict and natural calamities

 Piracy, illegal fishing, trafficking, smuggling, trans-national organised crime 

 Global terrorism (internationalisation/‘high-jacking’ of local conflicts)

 Illegal migration and refugee crisis

 More assertive and powerful China

 Changing security architecture

 Propensity for conflict and natural calamities

 Emergence of alternative, Chinese-dominated models for dispute resolution
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Challenges for cooperation between EU, SA and SEA



 Lack of trust and understanding of common security/political concerns

 EU: US, Russia, Islamist terrorism, Middle East/North Africa, Migrant crisis, BREXIT

 Historical: Different threat perceptions and priorities

 SA/SAE: China, Cross-border terrorism

Challenges for cooperation between EU, SA and SEA

 All (EU, India/SA, SEA):

 Lack of outward- and active, forward-looking foreign policy

 Lack of cohesiveness in foreign policies

 Lack of sufficient internal and external mechanisms and programme

 But some improvements…
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The role of the EU in promoting regional development, cooperation, & integration



EU-ASEAN Development Cooperation

(1) High-Level Dialogue on Sustainable Development

(2) Political and Security Cooperation

Main areas of Development Cooperation:

(3) Economic Cooperation

(4) Socio-Cultural Cooperation

(5) Bilateral Cooperation
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EU Development Cooperation with ASEAN (2014-2020) 

1. Regional integration programmes:

Main beneficial countries: Laos, Myanmar, Vietnam and the Philippines. 

2. Regional programmes with a specifc thematic focus 

3. Bilateral assistance to ASEAN Member States:

Main beneficial countries: Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, Vietnam and the Philippines.
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(1) Support peace and national reconciliation;

The (initial) strategic (overall) objectives:

[The European Council Conclusions of 22 July 2013 on the Comprehensive Framework for the 

EU's policy and support to Myanmar/Burma frame the bilateral relations. ]

EU-Myanmar engagement

(4) Support the re‐integration of Myanmar into the international community.

(2) Assist in building a functioning democracy; 

(3) Foster development and trade; 
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From 2014 to 2020, more than €170 million were earmarked to support ASEAN 
regional integration (doubled)



EU engagement with Myanmar



The EU’s cooperation in Myanmar aims to support…

Implementation of the strategic objectives

 the continuation of the reform process;

 the country’s efforts to build a functioning democracy;

The country’s strategy, as outlined in the Multiannual Indicative Programme for 2014-

2020, provides €688 million worth of bilateral assistance, making the EU one of

Myanmar’s major donors.

 the fostering of an inclusive and sustainable development.
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Four priority sectors have been identified by the EU and the Government of Myanmar:

I. Civil society and international partners;

II. Rural development, agriculture, food, and nutrition security; 

EU engagement with Myanmar

II. Rural development, agriculture, food, and nutrition security; 

III. Education;

IV. Governance, rule of law, state capacity building; and peacebuilding.
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 Bilateral assistance.

 Energy Thematic programme, including environment and natural 

 EU thematic and regional programmes:

 European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights, Non-State Actors and 

Local Authorities programme.

Instruments and Programmes supporting Myanmar

 COMPASS – EU Institutional Capacity Building Project for ASEAN Monitoring and 

Statistics programme.

 Energy Thematic programme, including environment and natural 

resources.

 ARISE – ASEAN Regional Integration Support from the EU [ f.ex. Dialogue Instrument].

 Contributing to Stability and Peace Instrument. 
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Prospects – The Way Forward

 Framing and understanding of common interests and shared concerns

 Continuation of outward and forward-looking foreign policy

Awareness of a ‘shared neighborhood’ (namely West Asia/Western Indian Ocean)

 From an intermittent (ad hoc) towards strategic cooperation

 From bilateral towards multilateral

 Awareness of a ‘shared neighborhood’ (namely West Asia/Western Indian Ocean)

 Intensification of different layers/types of diplomatic engagement (i.e. Track 1.5 

and a Track 2 level): dialogue mechanism, sharing of experiences and (intelligence) 

information, confidence building measures, exchange of research, etc.

 Strenghening of trade and economic interaction as well as regional cooperation

 Strenghening of existing international norms and laws
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Thank you for your attention!Thank you for your attention!


