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Concept Note

The aim of the seminar is to explore how the European Union and India developed their activities in
maritime affairs and how they have tried to boost their strategic cooperation in maritime issues.
Until now, the challenge for the EU and India has been to acknowledge each other’s role in maritime
affairs in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR) as facilitators of good practices in maritime governance and
as important allies in securing the Strategic Lanes of Communication. Although both the EU and India
are normative powers in maritime affairs, they have not yet created synergies between their
activities. In this regard, the growing feeling of disappointment among many countries in Asia and
Europe with the ‘Belt and Road Initiative’ could represent a push to introduce a joint EU-India
program covering the same strategic intercontinental maritime lanes- similar to India and Japan's
recent initiative of the ‘Asia-Africa Growth Corridor’. If materialized, this convergence of strategic
interests between the EU and India could bear great democratic and economic benefits for both.

Programme

- Welcome by Paulo Casaca from the South Asia Democratic Forum
- Presentation by Mr. Tomasz Lukaszuk

- Q&A Session

Speakers

Paulo Casaca is the Founder and Executive Director of the South Asia Democratic Forum. He is also
the Founder of a international co-operation association registered in Brussels called ARCHumankind,
“Alliance to Renew Co-operation among Humankind”, the Founder of the “Euro Reform Initiative”,
the Founder of a consultancy company on sustainable development registered in Brussels called
“Lessmeansmore”, Land and Energy Sustainable Systems, and was Fellow of the German Marshall
Fund of the US in the first semester of 2010.

Tomasz Lukaszuk is a scholar at the Regional and Global Studies Department of the Faculty of
Political Science and International Studies at Warsaw University. He worked for the Polish Foreign
Service for 25 years, serving in Norway, Indonesia, Singapore, East Timor, India, Afghanistan,
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Sri Lanka, Nepal and Maldives. His diplomatic assighments also included two
years as Deputy Director and two years as Director of the Department for Asia and the Pacific at the
Polish Ministry of Foreign Affairs. In this capacity, he elaborated the concept of the ‘Asia and Pacific
Forum’, a platform for cooperation and coordination between the most important scientific and
research centers for Asian Studies in Poland.



Moreover, he supported Polish universities and think tanks in developing their contacts and links
with Asian partners in the most important areas for development cooperation. He also represented
Poland at various conferences on Afghanistan, the Afghanistan-Pakistan International Contact Group
and ASEM, preparing several papers and reports. His areas of expertise are integration processes in
South and South-East Asia, as well as Indonesian and Indian internal and foreign policy. At present,
his research focuses on regionalism and on the interregional cooperation between the countries of
the Bay of Bengal, as well as on the maritime strategies of the main littoral countries of the Indian
Ocean.

The seminar is organised by SADF and the Warsaw University within the framework of the “Global
India Training Network”, a Horizon 2020 funded initiative which has its base at Dublin City University.
The network is composed of 6 European and 6 Indian universities, as well as SADF and other five
partner institutions.



