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SADF Book Launch
6 February 2020- 15h00
Avenue des Arts 19, Brussels

SADF is pleased to invite you to the presentation of its new book titled ‘Water Management in South Asia- Socio-economic, Infrastructural, Environmental and Institutional Aspects’ published by Springer as part of a series on regional cooperation in South Asia, initiated by SADF Director Paulo Casaca. The book was co-edited by Prof. Sumona Bandyopadhyay from the University of Calcutta (India), Prof. Habibullah Magsi from the Sindh Agriculture University (Pakistan), Prof. Sucharita Sen from the Jawaharlal Nehru University (India) and Prof. Tomaz Ponce Dentinho from the University of Azores (Portugal), who is also the Director of SADF’s Regional Cooperation Research Programme. [The book is already available in its electronic version and will soon be purchasable in print.]

Programme
Welcome by SADF Executive Director Paulo Casaca
Presentation by Co-Editor Prof. Sumona Bandyopadhyay
Q&A Session
Concept 
The idea for a book on water issues emerged primarily because of enduring concerns about the use and abuse of water resources in the South Asian region and about the resulting management issues. The South Asian region is an enigma, a challenge, a complex reality in terms of its demography, society, economy, environment and politics. 
Focusing primarily on India, Pakistan and Bangladesh, the book pinpoints the two major conditions influencing and dominating the lives and livelihoods of millions of people – flood and drought. These two extreme conditions affect this region periodically, throwing rural economies out of gear. The most pressing issues highlighted are the watersheds of Ganga, Indus and Brahmaputra, though some other concerns were also included regarding rivers outside these watersheds. While these rivers have continuously represented a lifeline for millions of people, they have also been manipulated, harnessed, and degraded by the same people who have lived and depended upon these rivers, which created a corresponding relationship of nurturing and conflict. The book approaches this complex theme from an extremely multi-disciplinary perspective, involving the domains of geography, economics, sociology, environment studies, engineering, politics and governance, yet many aspects remain uncovered. 
In her presentation, Dr. Bandyopadhyay will provide a brief overview of the book and summarise the main findings emerging from the publication in terms of future prospects, as well highlighting the emerging policy issues in the sphere of water management.


Biography
Sumana Bandyopadhyay, presently working as Professor of Geography at the University of Calcutta in India, completed her post-graduate studies at the Jawaharlal Nehru University and MPhil, with a PhD at IIT Bombay. Her specialization is in urban geography, which she topic she primarily teaches at the University. Her interest in human geography with a focus on urban issues emerged during her training at Loreto College, Kolkata. Her time at JNU under the guidance of the excellent faculties of economics, geography and planning helped her carry out interdisciplinary research on the east Kolkata wetlands. 
She has been working towards expanding the Regional Science Association of India, which was established way back in 1964 as a non-profit academic organization initiated by Prof. Walter Isard on the occasion of his visit to India at IIT Kharagpur. In her function as the President of the organization (since 2017), Prof. Bandyopadhyay organised the 12th World Congress of Regional Science Association International in 2018, in celebration of the Golden Jubilee of the Indian association. At present she is working in collaboration with Institutions like Nottingham University, Oxford University, University of Waterloo, and multiple institutions in India, with diverse research interests in urban social geography. 
Apart from urban studies, her interests now also include the Sundarban region and gender issues across rural and urban places. Prof. Bandyopadhyay has published around 35 papers and monographs, reviewed numerous acts, edited a few books and is currently compiling a book on the urban geography of the city she has grown up with, Kolkata.
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