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Prime-minister Modi set the international tone on the post-pandemic recovery path

announcing a substantial stimulus and economic reform package on May the 12™. Still, for
the recovery to be global and sustainable, trust must be restored, and for this, it will be
necessary to overcome the psychological impact of the virus and the disinformation
campaign that is intimately related with it. Both points require reforming the present

international order, the fragility of which the present pandemic highlighted.

1. A psychological impact rather than a viral one

As the health historian Olivier Faure tells us, the present pandemic has been far more
important on psychological than on viral terms: during the two-month period of its highest
sway in France, the present pandemic is associated with a lower mortality rate than the flu
epidemic of 1968. Otherwise, regarding the speed and scope of its transmission, there is
nothing particularly abnormal about the present pandemic.

A study published by a medical research team at the Lisbon University, in Portugal,
concluded that the collateral mortality to the virus was 3 to 5 times higher than the virus
mortality. As Doctor Carneiro, a leading member of the research team, explained in
declarations to the press: ‘The sheer terror in which Portuguese society has plunged
prevents people from going to the hospital’. We should bear in mind that this is only one
of the several collateral damages of the policies designed to answer the health impact from
the virus. Many other, long-run collateral damaging effects are to be expected.

People have persistently pointed at the economic devastation caused by the human response
to the pandemic. This has fed the idea that we should equate the advantages and costs of
preserving the economy with the benefits and costs of fighting the pandemic. The thesis is

however misleading, as the health-related collateral damage caused by the pandemic panic,
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which has been persistently underestimated, is most likely higher than the virus’ direct
impact.

2. A war of disinformation
The second aspect of the present pandemic is the massive disinformation that accompanied
it. Here, itis true this is not an exception in the history of pandemics. The so-called ‘Spanish

flu’ of one century ago was called Spanish not because it came from Spain — quite on the
contrary, Spain might have been one of the last European countries being attained by the
pandemic — but because Spain, being one of the few neutral countries in the first World
War, did not impose ‘war censorship’ and therefore the Spanish press spoke about it freely
when this was not possible elsewhere.

Disinformation this time has been more widespread and multifaceted. Up to this day, we
do not know exactly yet where, how and on whom started the pandemic. Chinese authorities
produced contradictory and insufficient information on the issue. The ‘“World Health
Organization’ (WHO) started by concealing the facts, went on to minimising the virus’
impact, and ended up blowing up panic in every direction. Up to this day, the WHO did
not reveal the full result of the findings of its missions on the pandemic origin in China.
Massive disinformation was used to create panic for geopolitical reasons, but it went well
beyond. A lot in the present pandemic developed as expected: it affected mostly temperate
countries in late winter early spring; it developed according a normal statistic distribution;
its contagious spreading and mortality rate are within past experiences. Crucial questions
remain however: will the pandemic come back a second or even a third time as the Spanish
flue did; will the sequels of this pandemic confirm to be more serious and widespread than
others; how can we explain the virus’ disproportionate contagion in some tropical climate
areas; should we expect novel pandemics of this sort?

Other than the general failure of the World governance structures to provide timely,
accurate and responsible information and advice; other than geopolitical disinformation,
mainly disseminated through social media; we were also faced with commercial interests
using main-stream media to considerably distort reality.

There was a lot of publicity regarding an expected vaccine. High-level responsible people
suggested that lockdown should be kept partially in place till vaccination is available,
although it is quite uncertain if and when this vaccine will ever exist.

With apparent commercial objectives, there was also an intense negative campaign against

the only medication presenting proofs of its efficacy, a medication made with well-known,

widely used and tested substances that are in the public domain.
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3. The response to the present economic collapse

The present economic collapse is the most severe ever experienced in such a short period
of time. The crucial issue now concerns how long it will last and how strong the recovery
will be, and this will depend crucially of trust, vision and correct priorities.

Trust needs an international governance structure that is seen as highly competent,
independent from specific geopolitical or commercial interests, transparent, subject to
checks and balances and with a robust protection against conflicts of interests. This is
obviously needed for the WHO but should also apply to the whole global governance
architecture.

Trust also needs a balanced and reasoned appreciation of the challenges faced by humanity.
We have seen the use and abuse of fearmongering tactics in the most diverse aspects of
life. The eminent microbiologist, epidemiologist and doctor, Professor Didier Raoult in
his 2016’s book ‘Stop having Fear’ anticipated the consequences of these tactics, which
have been quite apparent during the present pandemic.

Responsible leaders should proscribe fearmongering tactics and underline the importance
of long-term practices for attaining results, either in health, in the environment or in other
subjects.

The most important instruments for keeping health in the planet is to provide sanitation and
education, protect the environment and promote a good and balanced diet and activity.
These should be the priorities of the WHO and other international bodies.

One among many examples we can refer to in this context is the pollution through

atmospheric micro-particles which a recent estimation evaluates to be the cause of roughly

nine million early deaths each year and which is the object of no serious attention from
sanitary authorities.

Trade remains a key instrument for promoting development and give new chances to the
developing world, but is ever clearer that it must be considered in the context of global
human priorities. The respect for wild animals and animal breeding in sanitary
circumstances are two clear examples of conditions for trade development.

These are the main global conditions we consider necessary for the timely Indian economic

recovery initiative to be successful, not only on a regional but on a global scale.
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