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Putin's War on Europe - Where lies South Asia? - 

SADF 

(synopses of the conversation) 
 

Moderator: Paulo Casaca, introductory remarks 
 SADF follows the eight countries members of the South Asia Association for 

Regional Cooperation. It is worth noting that Bhutan, Nepal, and the Maldives condemned 

the invasion, therefore showing an independent Foreign Policy.  

 Afghanistan also condemned the invasion. Russia recognised the Taliban take-over 

of Afghanistan.  

 Sri Lanka abstained, as it is very dependent on China. 

 Bangladesh has been a victim of the very influent Islamist lobby in the United 

States, which acts against the secular state. However, it also condemned Russia in the UN’s 

second round on the issue.  

 India and Pakistan both abstained in the UN. India later condemned human rights 

violations that took place by the invading forces in the Kyiv district. Most significantly, so 

did the representative of the Pakistani army’s top brass, in total opposition to then Prime 

Minister Khan’s stand.  

 

Dr. Zsuzsa Anna Ferenczy speaking from Taipei  
 She authored the book ‘Europe, China, and the limits of normative power’ and made 

an initial presentation on India, Taiwan, and the Asian dynamics as regards Russia’s 

invasion of the Ukraine. 

 

The context: 

 Putin’s war and China’s support for it are leading the EU to re-evaluate its relations 

with both Russia and China. 

 At first glance: 

- Ukraine marches towards democracy; 

- The EU is as united as ever; 

- Russia is isolated; 

- China’s support for Russia is problematic for the EU, and embarrassing for its own 

image and reputation 

 

As such, the EU is seeking to rethink its global role. Russia’s invasion is leading the EU 

to redefine its role in the global arena, the diplomatic mechanisms used, and the strategic 

alliances to be formed. This dynamic can be said to have been visible since 2016, but we 

now see the EU serious about addressing the challenges, including by rethinking its 

industrial policy and looking at hard security. 

In a trend visible since the impacts of covid, but now doubled with war in its territory, 

the EU is discovering its vulnerabilities, its fragilities. There is a clear understanding in 

Brussels that strategic and policy changes must be made.  

 

The Indo-Pacific is a wide, diverse, and complex region. China’s growing assertiveness 

is acutely felt. Both India and Japan, as well as ASEAN, the EU and the US have their own 

visions, policies, and interests.  
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China has supported Russia politically, and there is a delicate balance involving other 

actors in the Indo-Pacific and South-East Asia..  

 

India’s stance towards the Russian invasion 

 The EU must understand India’s difficult position in a tense security environment 

and its need for balance. India needs to protect both its relations with Russia and those with 

the US and the EU.  

➢ India is very dependent on Russia for defence purposes. Russia is crucial to India’s 

strategic security concerns. Russia, like Japan and Australia, is seen here as a 

potential ally against China’s increasing assertiveness in the Indo-Pacific and 

beyond. 

➢ India has a long-standing friendship with Russia that goes back to the 70s. Chinese 

expansion is felt by India, and India cannot afford to isolate itself.  

➢ This is the reality on the ground, and India’s ambivalence is understandable in this 

context. The EU of course expects more from India, a stronger anti-Russia stance, 

but it must be lucid about what is involved. The world is much more complex than 

what is seen from an EU perspective alone.  

 

The EU’s ties with both China and the Indo-Pacific must be redefined.  

➢ India’s importance, and that of the Indo-Pacific in general, must be recognised. 

Consequential actions must be taken on a European level. 

The EU has focused far too strongly on its relations with China and far too little on its 

relations with India. The President on the EU Commission is set to visit New Delhi on 24-

25 of April; a range of issues will be discussed (including defence and cooperation in the 

Indo-Pacific). Will this be a turning point in EU-India relations? 

➢ The Indo-Pacific region handles lots of trade – around one-third of EU’s trade with 

the world. This area suffers from Chinese economic and security coercion. Yet the 

EU has, as of now, no policy about this; it has neglected the Indo-Pacific and much 

of South-East Asia for an exceedingly long time;  

➢ India must be far more valued as an important partner in the Indo-Pacific and 

beyond; 

➢ The EU must understand that although geographically far, the Indo-Pacific (and its 

conflicts) have much influence in EU trade, EU’s global standing, and the EU’s 

future. 

Perceptions are changing. Some steps have been taken to strengthen the EU’s relations 

with both India and Taiwan, but much remains to be done. The EU needs to understand that 

in the light of its new vulnerabilities, as revealed by COVID and the Russian invasion, new 

ties with a crucial actor such as India (and the Indo-Pacific) are key to ‘build resilience’. 

 

The bottom-line for the EU can be stated as such: what tools does the EU have at its 

disposal to defend its interests? 

➢ Against economic coercion (mostly by China); 

➢ Against disinformation; 

➢ Against authoritarian governments (namely, but not only, China and Russia). 

The toolbox must be wide, and innovative. The EU must wake up, think outside the box. 

For instance, the Indo Pacific is crucial as regards supply chains in global trade.  

 

We are seeing a more united, or at least less fragmented, EU. Even as fragmentation 

remains (regarding how to deal with gas supplies for instance), there is cause for optimism. 
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Will the EU be capable of redirecting its global strategies? Reinforcing its investments in 

Taiwan for instance (the EU already provides the greatest foreign investment to Taiwan); 

refocusing its trade on the Indo-Pacific. The EU should strengthen cooperation with 

democratic agents such as India to address the challenges China presents.  

 

Dr. Siegfried Wolf on Pakistan 
 Discussing internal politics first, we have the demise of PM Khan. Khan used all 

available means to stay in power. Yet government did change – unstable governments and 

insurgents/Islamists are a constant feature in Pakistan and have been so since independence. 

 Khan is in power since 2018, with many issues and challenges but always with 

supported by the military’s top brass. There were several previous attempts to top him; why 

were these successful now? Experts think that Khan lost the army’s support and that it is 

why he finally fell.  

 The working theory is that concerns regarding Pakistan’s relations with the US were 

one factor leading to Khan’s demise, although not the most key factor.  

 Khan travelled to Moscow shortly before the Russian invasion of the Ukraine and at 

a time when troubles to come were already made clear. This official visit was concerned 

with expanding bilateral cooperation in the energy sector, reinforcing trade relations, and 

such dynamics. Khan declared in a public statement: ‘What a time, so full of excitement’. 

This remark was uttered at a very delicate point in time, very shortly before Russia’s all-out 

invasion. Khan of course also refused to condemn the Russian invasion of the Ukraine. 

Amid sanctions by the international community, Khan signed trade deals with President 

Putin.  

 By contrast, shortly before Khan’s demise, General Bajwa condemned Russia’s 

aggression. He made a parallel between the Ukraine as a smaller, threatened country, and 

Pakistan. General Bajwa clarified that the Pakistani army did not stand with Russia, for an 

alliance with Russia did not serve the army’s interests (especially as regards relations with 

the US and the EU, important partners). 

 On his side, Khan used his stance on Russia as proof of ‘independent foreign policy’, 

and blamed his misfortunes of a western-led (US-led) conspiracy against him. Khan’s visit 

to Russia may not have been the cause of his demise, but it can be seen as a final straw  

 

Paulo Casaca comments 
 India, the largest democracy the world, and a functional democracy for quite some 

time, is a great ally for all those who believe in democracy worldwide. Paulo Casaca worked 

with both Indian and Taiwanese ties during his terms in the EP. Taiwan’s democracy also 

impressed him, for it showed how Chinese culture was absolutely no impediment for the 

formation of a democratic society.  

 

 The main issue in the context of this online seminar can be seen as: how can the EU 

be so dismissive of India, the world’s largest democracy and one of the world’s largest 

countries by far? How can there be such lack of care in the west’s relations with India? For 

both the EU and the US, and particularly the Biden administration, have been disastrous in 

their policies in South Asia. Biden actively downgraded the QUAD/ Quadrilateral Security 

Dialogue, which China called the ‘Asian NATO’. Instead of supporting the QUAD as a 

crucial strategic alliance to counter Chinese influence, Biden makes a deal with Australia on 

nuclear submarines creating strategic havoc in France; the UK and France increase their 
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rivalries and translate these to the Indo Pacific; senseless destruction of useful dynamics and 

strategic alliances ensue. 

➢ The Indo-Pacific is the main strategic playground, as the US recognised in the last 

decade. Russia has a poor performance militarily or even on disinformation policy. 

Its main importance lies on having the largest nuclear arsenal in the world.  

 

 Boris Johnson is now in India, which might point to a switch to the UK’s position on 

South Asia, historically quite questionable. 

 

 Now, about India’s position, what must be remembered: 

➢ Russia supported India, against Pakistan and China, on Kashmir  

➢ Russia is the main source of military equipment in India  

➢ The EU must understand India’s delicate position, its importance in the 

world, and the EU’s need to become closer to New Delhi. The EU must understand 

India’s potential as a huge ally in the global challenges faced by the west.  

 

As regards Pakistan, what must be observed: 

➢ Russia may not have been a cause of Khan’s demise, but it was certainly a catalyst 

➢ Hilary Clinton did warn Pakistan, 11 years ago: ‘Snakes in your backyard will not 

bite only your neighbours’, and now her warning is heard by some.  

➢ General Bajwa’s speech was extremely interesting on a number of grounds: 

- In its opposition to Russia’s invasion; 

- In its concerns for the confrontation between India and China; 

- In its concern with the Afghan Taliban, described as ‘not up to the job’. 

This last concern goes radically against Khan’s positions and can be seen as a first step to 

tackle what SADF always considered to be the top priority in the region: to stop cross-

border terrorism! 

 Now, will General Bajwa’s words become the new Pakistani Foreign Policy? 

 

 Equally important, will the EU finally stop supporting Pakistan’s fanaticism and use 

all available tools to help transform Pakistan into a more peaceful, secular country? We 

cannot expect miracles, but we can be optimistic – and hope that the EU will become a force 

that supports democracy worldwide.  

 

Dr. Siegfried Wolf’s final remarks: 

➢ Should we be optimistic about these changes in Pakistan’s discourse? 

➢ Will the Russian war turn into a critical juncture to break from Pakistan’s past 

strategic policies? 

➢ Above all, can Pakistan use this opportunity to tackle cross-border terrorism? 
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