
   COMMENT   

SADF Comment N.237 
1 

 

 

 

COMMENT 237 – The Gulf region and the Iranian 
threat 

 
By Paulo Casaca 

19 July 2022– DOI: 10.48251/SADF.ISSN.2406-5617.C237 
 

Paulo Casaca is the Founder and Executive Director of the ‘South 
Asia Democratic Forum’; founder of the international co-operation 
association registered in Brussels ARCHumankind, ‘Alliance to 
Renew Co-operation among Humankind’. Founder and senior 
partner of the consultancy company on sustainable development 
registered in Brussels, Lessmeansmore, Land and Energy 
Sustainable Systems 

 

 

On 14 July, on the occasion of the first leaders’ meeting of the (I2U2) Group – India, Israel, 

United Arab Emirates, and the United States – a joint statement was issued reaffirming the 

group’s ‘support for the Abraham Accords and other peace and normalization arrangements 

with Israel’.  

According to ‘Voice of America’, President Biden, upon his arrival to the region on July 13, 

and in the preparation of the I2U2 summit, declared: ‘The only thing worse than the Iran that 

exists now is an Iran with nuclear weapons.’ Furthermore, ‘Asked about using military force 

against Iran, Biden said, "If that was the last resort, yes."’ Furthermore, the US President 

‘said he would not remove Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps from the U.S. list of 

terrorist organizations, even if that kept Iran from rejoining the Iran nuclear deal’.  

This is a breach with the original intentions of President Biden’s administration regarding the 

confirmation of the 2015 Iran deal. As ARCHumankind (among others) stated at the time, in 

the name of an agreed postponement of the uranium enrichment necessary for the Iranian 

nuclear programme, the deal turned a blind eye on the other aspects of the nuclear 

programme – and, most importantly, on the Iranian disrespect for human rights within its 

borders and military aggression in the region.  

As it is now nearly consensual, and as has been explained with detail for instance by the 

Institute for Science and International Security, to now reaffirm the literal terms of the 2015 

Iran deal would be tantamount to authorise the Iranian nuclear plan to develop unhindered in 

a few years.  

President Biden’s stand seems therefore, in practical terms, to approach the position chosen 

by his predecessor – valuing peace and stability in the Greater Middle East, and especially in 

the Gulf region, as the most important strategic goal to be attained. The appeasement of 

Iranian aggression should not be a priority! 

https://doi.org/10.48251/SADF.ISSN.2406-5617.C237
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/07/14/joint-statement-of-the-leaders-of-india-israel-united-arab-emirates-and-the-united-states-i2u2/
https://www.voanews.com/a/biden-delivers-tough-talk-on-iran-as-he-opens-mideast-visit/6657764.html
https://www.armscontrol.org/blog/2021-01/p4-1-iran-nuclear-deal-alert
https://archumankind.com/policy-brief-nr-1-europe-should-keep-its-principles-when-dealing-with-iran/
https://isis-online.org/isis-reports/detail/the-ir-6-centrifuge-needs-further-development/
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Biden’s success in bringing on board the most important regional players (including in the 

South Asian neighbourhood) is an important achievement, the outstanding issue now being to 

convince the European Union to join this broad coalition – therefore isolating Iran, which is 

otherwise sustained by both Russia and China.  

While waiting for the EU to adhere to this vast regional coalition, the Gulf region enjoys 

already, other than the long-standing Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf, 

(GCC) a strong network of bilateral and multilateral agreements aimed at preserving peace 

and facing destabilisation attempts.  

The GCC already has a rich history of economic and political integration steps, some more 

successful than others. The creation of the Council ‘in 1981 involved a common political 

narrative and quest to mutually combat regional security threats’ (Niazy, 2022, p.3). 

However, after a successful containment of Iranian imperialism, Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait 

set the course for the disastrous events which ultimately increased the original Iranian threat. 

The Iranian clerical regime managed to successfully infiltrate the US and other western 

countries decision processes – hence materialising a ‘Hidden Invasion of Iraq’ (Casaca, 

2008). In 2004, using as proxy the Ansar Allah Zaidi group (also known as Houthis), the 

Iranian-managed Islamic Revolutionary Guards started an armed struggle against both 

Yemeni authorities and Saudi Arabia (Montgomery, 2021).  

Whereas the Iranian regime always kept a close alliance with the Syrian dictatorship, the set 

of events following the 2011 crushing of a mass democratic civil protest movement against 

Syria’s dictatorial rule led to a serious reinforcement of Iran’s grip on the country. The West 

abandoned the original protest movement and allowed Islamist extremist forces to manipulate 

it, setting the stage for a similar development to that witnessed in Iraq.  

My assessment in ‘Terrorism Revisited’, as written in the concluding remarks regarding the 

Syrian and Iraqi dramas, (Casaca, et.al, 2017, p. 216) is still valid today:  

‘In both Iraq and in Syria, the Iranian theocracy promoted its affiliated Jihadist organisations, 

but also favoured the development of Jihadi organisations among the Muslim Sunni 

population in a first phase. This development of Jihadism among the Sunni population 

allowed for the elimination of civil society intelligentsia and subsequently allowed the 

Iranian forces to promote a brutal ethnic cleansing of hostile populations in the name of the 

“war on terror”. 

The populations targeted by Iranian expansionism are therefore twice victimised: they will be 

expelled from their land, and their society will be highly contaminated by Jihadist 

indoctrination. Those who fall in with the “jihadist paranoid gestalt” will then be used to 

destabilise both neighbouring states—most in particular, Gulf States—and the West, as they 

https://www.fatf-gafi.org/pages/co-operationcouncilforthearabstatesofthegulfgcc.html
https://www.grc.net/documents/62a9917b71502GCCIRAQLAYAL.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/Hidden-Invasion-Iraq-Paulo-Casaca/dp/1935089072
https://www.amazon.com/Hidden-Invasion-Iraq-Paulo-Casaca/dp/1935089072
https://arabcenterdc.org/resource/a-timeline-of-the-yemen-crisis-from-the-1990s-to-the-present/
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-319-55690-1
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come to these regions as refugees. 

In the meantime, in Syria, Iran forged an international army of mercenaries with members 

from Lebanon, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Palestine and Iraq, which will be quite useful for 

future operations in their respective native countries.’ 

This US administration’s new position of confronting all the dimensions of the Iranian threat 

on the Gulf, and the careful knotting of a net of alliances both within and around the region, 

is the most important progress we are witnessing. We hope the European Union will soon 

join this construction.  

It is now necessary to present a clear and appealing alternative to the peoples of the region, 

specially to the populations of those countries that are the direct victims of the Islamic 

Revolutionary Guards and its proxies. It is necessary to offer the respect of human rights, 

freedom, democracy, peace, and development. 
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