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Tomas§ Zdechovsky (EPP) is a Czech politician, deputy leader of the
Czech Christian-Democratic Party, crisis manager, media analyst, poet,
author, and since 2014 a Member of the European Parliament for the
European People's Party. He is a leader of the Parliament's initiative to
8\ combat EU funding to entities connected to terrorist groups, to strengthen
the EU action against homegrown radicalization, the spread of violent
extremist ideology, and the emergence of politically motivated violent
, extremism. He is a vice-chair of the Committee on Budgetary Control and
amember of the Committee on Employment and Social Affairs. Before his election, he was a CEO
of a PR and communication company.

Cynthia Farahat is an Egyptian-American bestselling author, columnist,
political analyst, counterterrorism expert, and fellow at the Middle East
Forum. She co-founded the Liberal Egyptian Party in Egypt, which
advocated for peace with Israel, capitalism, and the separation of mosque
and state. She studied Islamic jurisprudence for more than twenty years and
co-authored Desecration of A Heavenly Religion, which was officially
banned by Al-Azhar University in Cairo in 2008 for its criticism of Egypt’s
blasphemy law. Farahat landed on an al-Qaeda affiliated group’s hit list and
was officially banned from entering Lebanon for her work fostering
regional peace. For almost a decade, she received daily death threats from Islamists. After her
brother was tortured, her friend was murdered, and Islamists tried to assassinate her, Farahat
immigrated to the United States. Farahat has testified before the U.S. House of Representatives,
briefed more than two hundred congressional offices, and advised intelligence and law
enforcement agencies. She received the Speaker of Truth Award from the Endowment for Middle
East Truth and the Profile in Courage Award from ACT for America. Her writing has been
published in many national and international outlets, and her work has been translated into more
than fifteen languages.

Moderator:

Paulo Casaca - Founder and executive director of the “South Asia Democratic
Forum”; founder of the international co-operation association registered in
‘a Brussels ARCHumankind, ‘Alliance to Renew Co-operation among
% Humankind’. Member of the European Parliament from 1999 to 2009 where,
,j.‘: namely, he chaired the delegation for relations with NATO Parliamentary

‘ Assembly. He was a member of the national parliament in 1992-1993 and a

member of the regional parliament of the Azores in 1990-1991.
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The West, a New Haven for the ‘Muslim Brotherhood’s Planetary Nebula’?

Islam, as other religions, has often been interwoven with socially conservative and geopolitically
expansionist agendas — throughout history and up to our day. The defeat of the Ottoman Empire,
and the subsequent demise of the Caliphate, provoked a revivalist movement in the 1920s,
symbolised by the first publication in 1927 (SADF, 2017) of the ‘Jihad’ manifesto by Maulana
Maududi and the creation in 1928 (Lewis, 1976) of the Muslim Brotherhood. During the past
hundred years, this became a religiously-based movement with the largest social and political
global impact.

A recent review on the hundred-years history of the ‘Muslim Brotherhood’ by Cynthia Farahat
(2022) emphasises the threat the movement poses to free and democratic societies. The title of her
book, ‘Secret Apparatus’, shows how she views secrecy as a defining trait of the organisation. She
also emphasises the movement’s complex nature and multiple connections — either with the
parallel movement developed in British India (where Maududi launched ‘Jamaat-i-Islami’) or with
radical violent movements, both local and regional, such as the Afghan Taliban or the globally
high-profile Al-Qaeda. The movement’s civil-society front-organisations includes ‘benign-
appearing schools, mosques, and the like’ as well as connections with purely fanatic religious
organisations such as Jam'at al-Tabligh. Most importantly, Farhat shows how the Muslim
Brotherhood strongly influenced Khomeini and guided him on his power grab in Iran.

The ‘Global Muslim Brotherhood’ or ‘Global Islamist Movement’ gained strong roots in the West;
Lorenzo Vidino, in 2011, used the term ‘New Western Brotherhood’ to describe it. The European
public funding of this movement started to attract the attention of the media and brought some
parliamentary scrutiny. Clément Pétreault published in ‘Le Point’, in the beginning of 2022, a five-
piece analysis of the movement he named ‘Muslim Brotherhood Galaxy’. The Global Influence
Operations Report also produced several reports on the issue, namely in July 2022. Commenting
on this report, Tomas Zdechovsky, Member of the European Parliament in the Budget Control
Committee, considered that ‘The threats of non-violent Islamism posed by the Muslim
Brotherhood and associated organisations are, in an almost punishable manner, overlooked and
underestimated in Europe’.

A century after the creation of ‘modern jihadism’ by Maududi (SADF, 2017), the Muslim
Brotherhood is listed as a terrorist organisation in several Muslim countries — and even the main
international sponsors of the movement, as Qatar and Turkey, try to publicly distance themselves
from it. However, the reverse is happening in the West. The Islamist movement has gained
important footholds in both sides of the Western political spectrum, both as ‘Woke Islamism’
(Vidino, 2022.01.23) and within a ‘Conservative-Islamist Alliance” (Westrop, 2022.10.25).

In this context, the question is: Should the efforts of the free, democratic and progressive
international community to counter this major enemy of modern values focus now the West?
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