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The withdrawal of Western forces from Afghanistan has been catastrophic for the 

country, as many analysts – SADF included – had predicted. Famine, economic and social 

collapse, terrorism, gender apartheid and religious fanaticism are the most obvious 

consequences. As a SADF webinar foresaw soon after the fall of Kabul, Islamist powers 

backing the Taliban – Iran, Pakistan and Qatar – failed to obtain control over said Taliban. 

Chinese and other powers’ intentions to invest in the country also proved unrealistic. Again as 

was predicted, Afghanistan is renewing its statute as a hotbed of international Jihadist groups; 

however, its relations to Al Qaeda, ISIS or the Pakistani Taliban evolve in ways difficult to 

fully predict.  

To shed light on these issues, SADF has the privilege to host a public conversation with 

Antonio Giustozzi, a leading international analyst of both Afghanistan and the global Jihad.   

 

With: 

Antonio Giustozzi (Speaker) 

Dr. Antonio Giustozzi is an independent researcher born in Ravenna, 

Italy, who took his PhD at the London School of Economics and 

Political Science (LSE). He is the author of several articles and papers 

on Afghanistan, as well as of seven books, War, politics and society 

in Afghanistan, 1978-1992 (Georgetown University Press), Koran, 

Kalashnikov and laptop: the Neo-Taliban insurgency, 2002-7 

(Columbia University Press), Empires of mud: war and warlords in Afghanistan (Columbia 

University Press), Policing Afghanistan (with M. Ishaqzada, Columbia University Press, 

2013), The army of Afghanistan (Hurst, 2016), the Islamic State in Khorasan (Hurst, 2018) and 

Taliban at war (OUP USA, 2019). He also authored a volume on the role of coercion and 

violence in state-building, The Art of Coercion (Columbia University Press, 2011), one on 

advisory missions (Missionaries of modernity, Hurst, 2016) and edited a volume on the 

Taliban, Decoding the New Taliban (Columbia University Press, 2009), featuring contributions 
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by specialists from different backgrounds. He is currently a senior research fellow at RUSI. 

His book on Pakistani jihadism, ‘Jihadism in Pakistan: Al-Qaeda, Islamic State and the Local 

Militants’, is out in February with IB Tauris. 

 

Siegfried O. Wolf (Speaker) 

Dr Siegfried O. Wolf is Director of Research at SADF and Senior 

Researcher at the South Asia Institute of Heidelberg University in 

Germany. He completed his degrees at Heidelberg University, as 

Master of Arts in South Asian political science in 2003 and as Doctor 

of Philosophy in 2009. He is also a visiting professor at the Naresuan 

University in Thailand, a visiting scholar at the De La Salle University 

in Manila (Philippines), an affiliated researcher at the Pakistan Security Research Unit 

([PSRU]; Durham University, UK), a former research fellow at the Institute of Political Science 

([IPW], Heidelberg University) and at the Centre de Sciences Humaines ([CSH], New Delhi, 

India), as well as a former visiting fellow at the National University of Science and Technology 

([NUST], Islamabad, Pakistan). 

 

Paulo Casaca (Moderator) 

Paulo Casaca is the founder and executive director of the “South Asia 

Democratic Forum”; founder of the international co-operation 

association registered in Brussels ARCHumankind, ‘Alliance to 

Renew Co-operation among Humankind’. Member of the European 

Parliament from 1999 to 2009 where, namely, he chaired the 

delegation for relations with NATO Parliamentary Assembly. He was a member of the national 

parliament in 1992-1993 and a member of the regional parliament of the Azores in 1990-1991 

 

 

 

 


